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Overview
Jesus’ last words to his followers were a command to take the gospel everywhere,
but they seemed reluctant to leave Jerusalem. It took intense persecution to scatter
the believers from Jerusalem and into Judea and Samaria, where Jesus had
instructed them to go.
Philip, one of the deacons in charge of food distribution, left Jerusalem and, like
most Jewish Christians, spread the gospel wherever he went; but unlike most of
them, he did not limit his audience to other Jews. He went directly to Samaria, the
last place many Jews would go, due to age-old prejudice.
The Samaritans responded in large numbers. When word got back to Jerusalem,
Peter and John were sent to evaluate Philip’s ministry. They quickly became
involved themselves, seeing firsthand God’s acceptance of those who previously
were considered unacceptable.
In the middle of all this success and excitement, God directed Philip out to the
desert for an appointment with an Ethiopian eunuch, another foreigner, who had
been in Jerusalem. Philip went immediately. His effectiveness in sharing the gospel
with this man placed a Christian in a significant position in a distant country, and
may well have had an effect on an entire nation.
Philip ended up in Caesarea, where events allowed him to be Paul’s host many
years later.
Paul, who as the leading persecutor of the Christians had been instrumental in
pushing Philip and others out of Jerusalem, had himself become an effective
believer. The conversion of the Gentiles begun by Philip was continued across the
entire Roman Empire by Paul.
Whether or not you are a follower of Christ, Philip’s life presents a challenge. To
those still outside the gospel, he is a reminder that the gospel is for you also.
To those who have accepted Christ, he is a reminder that we are not free to
disqualify anyone from hearing about Jesus. How much like Philip would your
neighbors say you are?
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Philip was one of the seven servants.
Acts 6:5
And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon,
and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:
When we read the descriptions of the early church—the miracles, the sharing and
generosity, the fellowship—we may wish we could have been a part of this
“perfect” church.
In reality, the early church had problems just as we do today. No church has ever
been or will ever be perfect until Christ and his followers are united at his second
coming.
A church does not have to be perfect to be faithful.
Another internal problem developed in the early church. The Hebraic Jews, native
Jewish Christians, spoke Aramaic, a Semitic language.
The Grecian Jews, Greek-speaking Christians, were probably Jews from other
lands who were converted at Pentecost. The Greek-speaking Christians complained
that their widows were being unfairly treated.
This favoritism was probably not intentional, but was more likely caused by the
language barrier. To correct the situation, the apostles put seven respected Greekspeaking men in charge of the food distribution program. This solved the problem
and allowed the apostles to keep their focus on teaching and preaching the Good
News about Jesus.
As the early church increased in size, so did its needs. One great need was to
organize the distribution of food to the poor.
The apostles needed to focus on preaching, so they chose others to administer the
food program. Each person has a vital part to play in the life of the church (see 1
Cor. 12).
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If you are in a position of leadership and find yourself overwhelmed by
responsibilities, determine your God-given abilities and priorities and then find
others to help. If you are not in leadership, you have gifts that can be used by God
in various areas of the church’s ministry. Offer these gifts in service to him.
This administrative task was not taken lightly. Notice the requirements for the
men who were to handle the food program: full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.
People who carry heavy responsibilities and work closely with others should have
these qualities.
We must look for spiritually mature and wise men and women to lead our
churches.
The apostles’ priorities were correct. The ministry of the Word should never be
neglected because of administrative burdens. Pastors should not try, or be expected
to try, to do everything. Instead, the work of the church should be spread out
among its members.
Spiritual leadership is serious business and must not be taken lightly by the church
or its leaders. In the early church, the chosen men were ordained or commissioned
(set apart by prayer and laying on of hands) by the apostles. Laying hands on
someone, an ancient Jewish practice, was a way to set a person apart for special
service (see Numbers 27:23; Deut. 34:9).

Phillip successfully preaches in Samaria
Acts 8:4-14
Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.
Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.
And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake,
hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with loud
voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with
palsies, and that were lame, were healed.
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And there was great joy in that city. But there was a certain man, called Simon,
which before time in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of
Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one:
To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, this man is the
great power of God.
And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with
sorceries. But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and
women.
Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with
Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.
Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received
the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:
This is not the apostle Philip (see John 1:43-44), but a Greek-speaking Jew, “full of
the Spirit and wisdom” (Acts 6:3), who was one of the seven deacons chosen to
help with the food distribution program in the church (Acts 6:5).
Israel had been divided into three main regions—Galilee in the north, Samaria in
the middle, and Judea in the south.
The city of Samaria (in the region of Samaria) had been the capital of the northern
kingdom of Israel in the days of the divided kingdom, before it was conquered by
Assyria in 722 B.C. During that war, the Assyrian king took many captives,
leaving only the poorest people in the land and resettling it with foreigners.
These foreigners intermarried with the Jews who were left, and the mixed race
became known as Samaritans. The Samaritans were considered half-breeds by the
“pure” Jews in the southern kingdom of Judah, and there was intense hatred
between the two groups.
But Jesus himself went into Samaria (John 4), and he commanded his followers to
spread the gospel there (Acts 1:8).
Jesus encountered and drove out many demons during his ministry on earth.
Demons, or evil spirits, are ruled by Satan.
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Most scholars believe that they are fallen angels who joined Satan in his rebellion
against God, and who can cause a person to be mute, deaf, blind, or insane.
Demons also tempt people to sin.
Although they can be powerful, they are not able to read our minds and cannot be
everywhere at once. Demons are real and active, but Jesus has authority over them;
and he gave this authority to his followers.
Although Satan is allowed to work in our world, God is in complete control. He
can drive demons out and end their destructive work in people’s lives. Eventually
Satan and his demons will be thrown into the lake of fire, forever ending their evil
work in the world (Rev. 20:10)
In the days of the early church, sorcerers and magicians were numerous and
influential. They worked wonders, performed healings and exorcisms, and
practiced astrology.
Their wonders may simply have been magic tricks, or the sorcerers may have been
empowered by Satan (Matthew 24:24; 2 Thes. 2:9). Simon had done so many
wonders that some even thought that he was the Messiah; but his powers did not
come from God (see Acts 8:18-24).
Philip expounds the Scriptures to the Ethiopian eunuch whom he
immerses
Acts 8:27-38
And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great
authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her
treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, Was returning, and sitting in
his chariot read Esaias the prophet.
Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. [30] And
Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said,
Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, how can I, except some man
should guide me?
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And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. The place of the
scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a
lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:
In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his
generation? For his life is taken from the earth.
And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the
prophet this? Of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened his mouth,
and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.
And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch
said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
And Philip said, If thou Believe with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
Ethiopia was located in Africa south of Egypt. The eunuch was obviously very
dedicated to God because he had traveled such a long distance to worship in
Jerusalem.
The Jews had contact with Ethiopia (known as Cush) in ancient days (Psalm 68:31;
Jeremiah 38:7), so this man may have been a Gentile convert to Judaism. Because
he was in charge of the treasury of Ethiopia, this man’s conversion brought
Christianity into the power structures of another government.
This is the beginning of the witness “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). See the
prophecy in Isaiah 56:3-5 for words about foreigners and eunuchs.
Philip found the Ethiopian man reading Scripture. Taking advantage of this
opportunity to explain the gospel, Philip asked the man if he understood what he
was reading.
Philip (1) followed the Spirit’s leading, (2) began the discussion from where the
man was (immersed in the prophecies of Isaiah), and (3) explained how Jesus
Christ fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecies. When we share the gospel, we should start
where the other person’s concerns are focused. Then we can bring the gospel to
bear on those concerns.
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The eunuch asked Philip to explain a passage of Scripture that he did not
understand. When we have trouble understanding the Bible, we should ask others
to help us. We must never let our insecurity or pride get in the way of
understanding God’s Word.
Some think that the Old Testament is not relevant today, but Philip led this man to
faith in Jesus Christ by using the Old Testament. Jesus Christ is found in the pages
of both the Old and New Testaments. God’s entire Word is applicable to all people
in all ages. Don’t avoid or neglect to use the Old Testament. It too is God’s Word
Baptism was a sign of identification with Christ and with the Christian community.
Although there were no witnesses besides Philip, it was still important for the
eunuch to take this step.

Philip was caught away by the Spirit to Azotus, preaches in the cities,
and goes to Caesarea
Acts 8:39-40
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away.
The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing. Meanwhile, Philip
found himself farther north at the city of Azotus!
He preached the Good News there and in every city along the way until he came to
Caesarea.

Why was Philip suddenly transported to a different city? This miraculous sign
showed the urgency of bringing the Gentiles to belief in Christ.
Azotus is Ashdod, one of the ancient Philistine capitals. Philip probably lived in
Caesarea for the next 20 years (Acts 21:8).
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Philip lives at Caesarea, and entertains Paul
Acts 21:8
Then we went on to Caesarea and stayed at the home of Philip the Evangelist, one
of the seven men who had been chosen to distribute food.

Phillip had four daughters (prophetesses)
Acts 21:9-10
He had four unmarried daughters who had the gift of prophecy.
During our stay of several days, a man named Agabus, who also had the gift of
prophecy, arrived from Judea.
Obviously the gift of prophecy was given to both men and women. Women
actively participated in God’s work (Acts 2:17; Phil. 4:3).
Other women who prophesied include Miriam (Exodus 15:20), Deborah (Judges
4:4), Huldah (2 Kings 22:14), Noadiah (Neh. 6:14), Isaiah’s wife (Isaiah 8:3), and
Anna (Luke 2:36-38).
Fifteen years earlier, Agabus had predicted the famine in Jerusalem (Acts 11:2729).
Key verse:
“Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news
about Jesus” (Acts 8:35).
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Life Application
• God finds great and various uses for those willing to obey wholeheartedly
• The gospel is universal Good News
• The whole Bible, not just the New Testament, helps us understand more about
Jesus
• Both mass response (the Samaritans) and individual response (the man from
Ethiopia) to the gospel are valuable

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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