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Characteristics and results of Pride
Proverbs 16:18
Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.
Proud people take little account of their weaknesses and do not anticipate
stumbling blocks. They think they are above the frailties of common people.
In this state of mind they are easily tripped up. Ironically, proud people
seldom realize that pride is their problem, although everyone around them
is well aware of it. Ask someone you trust whether self-satisfaction has
blinded you to warning signs. He or she may help you avoid a fall.

Pride brings dishonor
Proverbs 11:2
When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.
"The day of judgment" refers to when we die or to the time when God
settles accounts with all people. On judgment day, each person will stand
alone, accountable for all of his or her deeds. At that time, no amount of
riches will buy reconciliation with God. Only our love for God and
obedience to him will count.

Proverbs 8:13
"The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way
and the perverted mouth, I hate.
The more a person fears and respects God, the more he or she will hate
evil. Love for God and love for sin cannot coexist. Harboring secret sins
means that you are tolerating evil within yourself. Make a clean break with
sin and commit yourself completely to God.
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Proverbs 29:23
A man's pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit will obtain honor.
"Divine guidance" refers to words from God received by prophets. Where
there is ignorance or rejection of God, crime and sin run rampant. Public
morality depends on the knowledge of God, but it also depends on keeping
God's laws. In order for nations and individuals to function well, people
must know God's ways and keep his rules. Having God's Word means little
if we are not obeying it.

Attitudes of Pride
Deuteronomy 8:14
Then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God
who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
In times of plenty, we often take credit for our prosperity and become proud
that our own hard work and cleverness have made us rich. It is easy to get
so busy collecting and managing wealth that we push God right out of our
lives. But it is God who gives us everything we have, and it is God who
asks us to manage it for him.
Obedience
Deuteronomy 8:1 tells us to obey God's commandments.
We do this by obeying God with...
OUR HEART
By loving him more than any relationship, activity, achievement, or
possession
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OUR WILL
By committing ourselves completely to him OUR MIND By seeking to know
him and his Word, so his principles and values form the foundation of all we
think and do
OUR BODY
By recognizing that our strengths, talents, and sexuality are given to us by
God to be used for pleasure and fulfillment according to his rules, not ours
OUR FINANCES
By deciding that all of the resources we have ultimately come from God,
and that we are to be managers of them and not owners
OUR FUTURE
By deciding to make service to God and man the main purpose of our life's
work.

Kings and Pride
Proverbs 14:28
In a multitude of people is a king's glory, but in the dearth of people is a
prince's ruin.
The "path... that seems right" may offer many options and require few
sacrifices. Easy choices, however, should make us take a second look. Is
this solution attractive because it allows me to be lazy? Because it doesn't
ask me to change my lifestyle? Because it requires no moral restraints?
The right choice often requires hard work and self-sacrifice. Don't be
enticed by apparent shortcuts that seem right but end in death.
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Characteristics of Pride
1 Timothy 3:6
And not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into
the condemnation incurred by the devil.
New believers should become secure and strong in the faith before taking
leadership roles in the church. Too often, in a church desperate for
workers, new believers are placed in positions of responsibility prematurely.
New faith needs time to mature.
New believers should have a place of service, but they should not be put
into leadership positions until they are firmly grounded in their faith, with a
solid Christian lifestyle and a knowledge of the Word of God.

The evil of pride
1 Samuel 15:23
"For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is as iniquity
and idolatry because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He has also
rejected you from being king."
A sacrifice was a ritual transaction between a person and God that
physically demonstrated a relationship between them. But if the person's
heart was not truly repentant or if he did not truly love God, the sacrifice
was a hollow ritual. Religious ceremonies or rituals are empty unless they
are performed with an attitude of love and obedience. "Being religious"
(going to church, serving on a committee, giving to charity) is not enough if
we do not act out of devotion and obedience to God.
Rebellion and stubbornness are serious sins. They involve far more than
being independent and strong-minded. Scripture equates them with
witchcraft and idolatry, sins worthy of death (Exodus 22:18; Leviticus 20:6;
Deuteronomy 13:12-15; 18:10; Micah 5:10-14).
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Saul became both rebellious and stubborn, so it is little wonder that God
finally rejected him and took away his kingdom. Rebellion against God is
perhaps the most serious sin of all because as long as a person rebels, he
or she closes the door to forgiveness and restoration with God.

Examples of Pride
Exodus 5:2
But Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let
Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go."
Pharaoh was familiar with many gods (Egypt was filled with them), but he
had never heard of the God of Israel. Pharaoh assumed that the God of the
Hebrew slaves couldn't be very powerful. At first, Pharaoh was not at all
worried about Moses' message, for he had not yet seen any evidence of
the Lord's power.
Pharaoh would not listen to Moses and Aaron because he did not know or
respect God. People who do not know God may not listen to his Word or
his messengers. Like Moses and Aaron, we need to persist. When others
reject you or your faith, don't be surprised or discouraged. Continue to tell
them about God, trusting him to open minds and soften stubborn hearts.

The Origin of pride
Luke 18:11-12
"The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: 'God, I thank you that
I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector.
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The Pharisee did not go to the Temple to pray to God but to announce to
all within earshot how good he was. The tax collector went recognizing his
sin and begging for mercy. Self-righteousness is dangerous. It leads to
pride, causes a person to despise others, and prevents him or her from
learning anything from God.
The tax collector's prayer should be our prayer because we all need God's
mercy every day. Don't let pride in your achievements cut you off from God.

Results of Pride
Jeremiah 43:2
Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the
arrogant men said to Jeremiah, "You are telling a lie! The LORD our God
has not sent you to say, 'You are not to enter Egypt to reside there';
Johanan and his tiny band had come to Jeremiah for God's approval of
their plan, not for God's direction. This is a recurring problem for some of
us—seeking God's approval of our desires rather than asking him for
guidance. It is not good to make plans apart from God's guidance, and it is
not good to pray unless we are willing to accept God's answer.

Pride Deceives
Galatians 6:3
For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives
himself.
No Christian should ever think that he or she is totally independent and
doesn't need help from others, and no one should feel excused from the
task of helping others. The body of Christ—the church—functions only
when the members work together for the common good. Do you know
someone who needs help?
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Is there a Christian brother or sister who needs correction or
encouragement? Humbly and gently reach out to that person offering to lift
his or her load

When you do your very best, you feel good about the results.
There is no need to compare yourself with others. People make
comparisons for many reasons. Some point out others' flaws in
order to feel better about themselves. Others simply want
reassurance that they are doing well. When you are tempted to
compare, look at Jesus Christ. His example will inspire you to do
your very best, and his loving acceptance will comfort you when
you fall short of your expectations.

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door.
Rev. 3:20
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior
and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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