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Purity

‘Be holy, because I am holy'” (1 Peter 1:14-16).
The Bible has much to say about the topic of purity. Consider the following
verses from God’s Word…

Never practice abominable customs.
Leviticus 18:30
So keep my charge never to practice any of these abominable
customs that were practiced before you, and never to make
yourselves unclean by them: I am the LORD your God.”

Marrying relatives was prohibited by God for physical, social, and moral
reasons. Children born to near relatives may experience serious health
problems. Without these specific laws, sexual promiscuity would have been
more likely, first in families, then outside. Improper sexual relations destroy
family life.
Several detestable activities are listed here:
(1) Having sexual relations with close relatives,
(2) Committing adultery,
(3) Offering children as sacrifices,
(4) Having homosexual relations, and
5) Having sexual relations with animals.
These practices were common in pagan religions and cultures, and it is
easy to see why God dealt harshly with those who began to follow them.
Such practices lead to disease, deformity, and death.
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They disrupt family life and society and reveal a low regard for the value of
oneself and of others. Society today takes some of these practices lightly,
even trying to make them acceptable. But they are still sins in God's eyes.
If you consider them acceptable, you are not judging by God's standards.

Job made a Covenant with his eyes.
Job 31:1
I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a
maid?
Job had not only avoided committing the great sin of adultery; he had not
even taken the first step toward that sin by looking at a woman with lust.
Job said he was innocent of both outward and inward sins.

Why do you idly look at iniquity?
Habakkuk 1:13
Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on
iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously,
and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is
more righteous than he?
Judah's forthcoming punishment would be at the hands of the Babylonians.
Habakkuk was appalled that God would use a nation even more wicked
than Judah to punish it.
But the Babylonians did not know they were being used by God to help
Judah return to him, and Babylon's pride in its victories would be its
downfall.
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With the pure, you show yourself pure.
Psalms 18:26
With the purified you show yourself pure; and with the crooked you make
yourself seem tortuous.
God doesn't promise to eliminate challenges; instead, he promises to give
us strength to meet those challenges. If he gave us no rough roads to walk,
no mountains to climb, and no battles to fight, we would not grow. He does
not leave us alone with our challenges, however. Instead, he stands beside
us, teaches us, and strengthens us to face them.

Create in me a clean heart Oh God.
Psalms 51:7, 10
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow…10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew
a right spirit within me.
Because we are born sinners (51:5), our natural inclination is to please
ourselves rather than God. David followed that inclination when he took
another man's wife. Like David, we must ask God to cleanse us from within
(51:7), filling our hearts and spirits with new thoughts and desires. Right
conduct can come only from a clean heart and spirit. Ask God to create a
pure heart and spirit in you.
God is good to the pure in heart.
Psalms 73:1
Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.
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Asaph was the leader of one of David's Levitical choirs. He collected
Psalms 73-83 but may not have written all of them. In this psalm, Asaph
explains that until he entered God's sanctuary, he could not understand the
justice in allowing the wicked to thrive while the righteous endured
hardship. But when he saw that one day justice would be done, he
acknowledged God's wisdom.

The pure in heart shall see God.
Matthew 5:8 “
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
With Jesus' announcement that the Kingdom was near (4:17), people were
naturally asking, "How do I qualify to be in God's Kingdom?" Jesus said
that God's Kingdom is organized differently from worldly kingdoms.
In the Kingdom of Heaven, wealth and power and authority are
unimportant. Kingdom people seek different blessings and benefits, and
they have different attitudes.
.

To the pure, all things are pure.
Titus 1:15
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To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving,
nothing is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are
defiled.
Some people see good all around them, while others see nothing but evil.
What is the difference? Our souls become filters through which we perceive
goodness or evil. The pure (those who have Christ in control of their lives)
learn to see goodness and purity even in this evil world.
But corrupt and unbelieving people find evil in everything because their evil
minds and hearts color even the good they see and hear. Whatever you
choose to fill your mind with will affect the way you think and act.

Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

James 4:7-8
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Although God and the devil are at war, we don't have to wait until the end
to see who will win. God has already defeated Satan (Revelation 12:10-12),
and when Christ returns, the devil and all he stands for will be eliminated
forever (Revelation 20:10-15). Satan is here now, however, and he is trying
to win us over to his evil cause. With the Holy Spirit's power, we can resist
the devil, and he will flee from us.

Man’s hope in God purifies himself.
1John 3:3
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And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
The Christian life is a process of becoming more and more like Christ (see
Romans 8:29). This process will not be complete until we see Christ face to
face (1 Corinthians 13:12; Philippians 3:21), but knowing that it is our
ultimate destiny should motivate us to purify ourselves.
To keep pure means to keep morally straight, free from the corruption of
sin. God also purifies us,

Purity in Marriage
1Corinthians 7:2
But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should
have his own wife and each woman her own husband.
Christians in Corinth were surrounded by sexual temptation. The city had a
reputation even among pagans for sexual immorality and religious
prostitution. It was to this kind of society that Paul delivered these
instructions on sex and marriage.
The Corinthians needed special, specific instructions because of their
culture's immoral standards.

Be self-controlled.
Titus 2:5
7

To be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to
their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.

Women who were new Christians were to learn how to have harmony in
the homes by watching older women who had been Christians for some
time. We have the same need today. Young wives and mothers should
learn to live in a Christian manner-loving their husbands and caring for their
children—through observing exemplary women of God.
If you are of an age or in a position where people look up to you, make sure
that your example is motivating younger believers to live in a way that
honors God.

God will judge the sexually immoral.
Hebrews 13:4
Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.
Giving honor to marriage will require the utmost in Christian conviction and
sensitivity. Modern social theory may redefine the family, and the new
definitions may be far from its biblical foundation. What can you do?
Witness to the depth of God's love for you by keeping your marriage happy
and strong. Remain faithful—in body and in mind.

Pray for your spouse. Honor biblical marriage (consenting man-woman
unions) by resisting political pressure to recognize and legalize other
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sexual preferences. Teach children the biblical meaning of marriage. Pray
early for their own eventual spouses and families.

Your Body as a Temple

Psalms 24:3-4
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in
his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does
not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully.
This refers to all lies, especially those told under oath. How greatly God
values honesty! Dishonesty comes easily, especially when complete
truthfulness could cost us something, make us uncomfortable, or put us in
an unfavorable light. Dishonest communication hinders relationships.
Without honesty, a relationship with God is impossible. If we lie to others,
we will begin to deceive ourselves. God cannot hear us or speak to us if we
are building a wall of self-deception.

You are the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.
1Corinthians 3:16
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
dwells in you?

Paul wanted the Corinthians to understand that they were a unified
assembly ("all of you together are the temple of God" and "the Spirit of God
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lives in you"). They were not to see themselves as a collection of
competing interests or independent individuals.
Paul was emphasizing the intent of Jesus' prayer in John 17:21-23 that
believers be unified in God.

Your bodies are members of Christ.
1Corinthians 6:15-20
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then
take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?
Never! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute
becomes one body with her?
For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who is joined
to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from sexual immorality.
Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually
immoral person sins against his own body.
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,
whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought
with a price. So glorify God in your body.
Christians are free to be all they can be for God, but they are not free from
God. God created sex to be a beautiful and essential ingredient of
marriage, but sexual sin—sex outside the marriage relationship—always
hurts someone.

It hurts God because it shows that we prefer following our own desires
instead of the leading of the Holy Spirit. It hurts others because it violates
the commitment so necessary to a relationship. It often brings disease to
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our bodies. And it deeply affects our personality, which responds in anguish
when we harm ourselves physically and spiritually.

Christ, the high priest, is exalted above the heavens.
Hebrews 7:26
For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy,
innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the
heavens
No one can add to what Jesus did to save us; our past, present, and future
sins are all forgiven, and Jesus is with the Father as a sign that our sins are
forgiven. As our High Priest, Christ is our Advocate, the mediator between
us and God.
He looks after our interests and intercedes for us with God. The Old
Testament high priest went before God once a year to plead for the
forgiveness of the nation's sins;
Christ makes perpetual intercession before God for us. Christ's continuous
presence in heaven with the Father assures us that our sins have been
paid for and forgiven (see Romans 8:33, 34; Hebrews 2:17, 18; 4:15, 16;
9:24). This wonderful assurance frees us from guilt and from fear of failure.

Keep yourself unstained from the world.
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James 1:27
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to
visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep
oneself unstained from the world.
To keep ourselves from letting the world corrupt us, we need to commit
ourselves to Christ's ethical and moral system, not the worlds. We are not
to adapt to the world's value system, which is based on money, power, and
pleasure. True faith means nothing if we are contaminated with such
values.

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart, please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I
ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept
you as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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