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The Purpose of God
Isaiah 46:10-11
Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which
have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will
accomplish all My good pleasure'; Calling a bird of prey from the east, The
man of My purpose from a far country Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring
it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it.
Israel was tempted to waver between the Lord God and pagan gods. Isaiah
affirms the sole lordship of God. God is unique in his knowledge and in his
control of the future. His consistent purpose is to carry out what he has
planned. When we are tempted to pursue anything that promises pleasure,
comfort, peace, or security apart from God, we must remember our
commitment to God.
.
It will happen just as God has planned.
Isaiah 14:24
The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, "Surely, just as I have intended so it
has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand,
This prophecy came true as Isaiah predicted

God formed plans long ago.
Isaiah 25:1
O LORD, You are my God; I will exalt You, I will give thanks to your name;
for you have worked wonders, Plans formed long ago, with perfect
faithfulness.
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Isaiah honored and praised God because he realized that God completes
his plans as promised. God also fulfills his promises to you. Think of the
prayers he has answered, and praise him for his goodness and
faithfulness.
God’s word will accomplish what he desires.
Isaiah 55:11
So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me
empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the
matter for which I sent it.
Isaiah tells us to call on the Lord while he is near. God is not planning to
move away from us, but we often move far from him or erect barriers of sin
between us. Don't wait until you have drifted far away from God to seek
him. Turning to him may be far more difficult later in life. Or God may come
to judge the earth before you decide to turn to him. Seek God now, while
you can, before it is too late.
The people of Israel were foolish to act as if they knew what God was
thinking and planning. His knowledge and wisdom are far greater than any
human's. We are foolish to try to fit God into our mold—to make his plans
and purposes conform to ours. Instead, we must strive to fit into his plans.

God has ordained an inheritance.
Ephesians 1:11
Also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according
to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,
God's purpose is to offer salvation to the world, just as he planned to do
long ago. God is sovereign; he is in charge. When your life seems chaotic,
rest in this truth: Jesus is Lord, and God is in control.
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God's purpose to save you cannot be thwarted, no matter what evil Satan
may bring

God’s plans will last from generation to generation.
Psalm 33:11
The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart from
generation to generation.
"The LORD'S plans stand firm forever." Are you frustrated by inconsistencies
you see in others or even in yourself? God is completely trustworthy—his
intentions never change. The Bible promises that whatever is good and
perfect comes to us from the Creator who never changes (James 1:17).
When you wonder if there is anyone whom you can trust, remember that
God is completely consistent. Let him counsel you.

The counsel of the Lord will stand.
Proverbs 19:21
Many plans are in a man's heart, but the counsel of the LORD will stand.
Here God identifies with the poor as Jesus does in Matthew 25:31-46. As
our Creator, God values all of us, whether we are poor or rich. When we
help the poor, we honor both the Creator and his creation. God accepts our
help as if we had offered it directly to him.
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God does according to his will.
Daniel 4:35
"All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does
according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of
earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, 'What have you
done?'
Ancient kings tried to avoid mentioning their weaknesses or defeats in their
monuments and official records. From Nebuchadnezzar's records,
however, we can infer that for a time during his 43-year reign he did not
rule. The Bible, however, explains Nebuchadnezzar's pride and
punishment.

The words of God will be fulfilled.
Revelation 17:17
"For God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a
common purpose, and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words
of God will be fulfilled.
No matter what happens, we must trust that God is still in charge, that God
overrules all the plans and intrigues of the evil one, and that God's plans
will happen just as he says. God even uses people opposed to him as tools
to execute his will. Although he allows evil to permeate this present world,
the new earth will never know sin.

The Lord directs man’s steps.
Proverbs 16:9
The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps.
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We want other people to like us, and sometimes we will do almost anything
to win their approval. But God tells us to put our energy into pleasing him
instead. Our effort to be peacemakers will usually make us more attractive
to those around us, even our enemies. But even if it doesn't, we haven't
lost anything. We are still pleasing God, the only one who truly matters.
Man’s steps are ordained by the Lord.
Proverbs 20:24
Man's steps are ordained by the LORD, How then can man understand his
way?
We are often confused by the events around us. Some things we will never
understand until years later when we look back and see how God was
working. This proverb counsels us to not worry if we don't understand
everything as it happens. Instead, we should trust that God knows what
he's doing, even if his timing or design is not clear to us.

God has chosen a remnant.
Romans 11:5
In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a
remnant according to God's gracious choice.
Do you think it's easier for God to love you when you're good? Do you
secretly suspect that God chose you because you deserved it? Do you
think some people's behavior is so bad that God couldn't possibly save
them? If you ever think this way, you don't entirely understand that
salvation is by grace, a free gift. It cannot be earned, in whole or in part; it
can only be accepted with thankfulness and praise.
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Man meant evil, but God meant it for good.
Genesis 50:20
"As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order
to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.
God brought good from the brothers' evil deed, Potiphar's wife's false
accusation, the cup-bearer's neglect, and seven years of famine. The
experiences in Joseph's life taught him that God brings good from evil for
those who trust him. Do you trust God enough to wait patiently for him to
bring good out of bad situations? You can trust him because, as Joseph
learned, God can overrule people's evil intentions to bring about his
intended results.

The manifold wisdom of God is made known through the church.
Ephesians 3:10-11
So that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the
church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus
our Lord,
It is an awesome privilege to be able to approach God with freedom and
confidence. Most of us would be apprehensive in the presence of a
powerful ruler. But thanks to Christ, by faith we can enter directly into God's
presence through prayer. We know we'll be welcomed with open arms
because we are God's children through our union with Christ. Don't be
afraid of God. Talk with him about everything. He is waiting to hear from
you.
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God will accomplish all for his good pleasure.

2 Timothy 1:9
Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us
in Christ Jesus from all eternity,
In these verses Paul gives a brief summary of the Good News. God loves
us, chose us, and sent Christ to die for us. We can have eternal life through
faith in him because he broke the power of death with his resurrection. We
do not deserve to be saved, but God offers us salvation anyway. What we
must do is believe in him and accept his offer.
.
God will accomplish all for his good pleasure.
Isaiah 46:10
Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which
have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will
accomplish all my good pleasure';
Israel was tempted to waver between the Lord God and pagan gods. Isaiah
affirms the sole lordship of God. God is unique in his knowledge and in his
control of the future. His consistent purpose is to carry out what he has
planned. When we are tempted to pursue anything that promises pleasure,
comfort, peace, or security apart from God, we must remember our
commitment to God.
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God has prepared a kingdom from the foundation of the earth.
Matthew 25:34
"Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world.
This parable describes acts of mercy we all can do every day. These acts
do not depend on wealth, ability, or intelligence; they are simple acts freely
given and freely received. We have no excuse to neglect those who have
deep needs, and we cannot hand over this responsibility to the church or
government.
God has chosen us to be blameless before him in love.
Ephesians 1:4
Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
would be holy and blameless before Him In love
Paul says that God "chose us" to emphasize that salvation depends totally
on God. We are not saved because we deserve it but because God is
gracious and freely gives salvation. We did not influence God's decision to
save us; he saved us according to his plan. Thus, there is no way to take
credit for our salvation or to allow room for pride.
The mystery of salvation originated in the timeless mind of God long before
we existed. It is hard to understand how God could accept us. But because
of Christ, we are holy and blameless in his sight. God chose us, and when
we belong to him through Jesus Christ, God looks at us as if we had never
sinned. All we can do is express our thanks for his wonderful love.
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God’s promises are from ages past.
Titus 1:2
In the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages
A go.
Apparently lying was commonplace in Crete (1:12). Paul made it clear at
the start that God does not lie. The foundation of our faith is trust in God's
character. Because God is truth, he is the source of all truth, and he cannot
lie. Believing in him leads to living a God-honoring lifestyle (1:1). The
eternal life that God has promised will be ours because he keeps his
promises. Build your faith on the foundation of a trustworthy God who never
lies.

God has appeared in these last times for your sake.
1 Peter 1:20
For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has
appeared in these last times for the sake of you
Christ's sacrifice for our sins was not an afterthought, not something God
decided to do when the world spun out of control. This plan was set in
motion by the all-knowing, eternal God long before the world was created.
What a comfort it must have been to Jewish believers to know that Christ's
coming and his work of salvation were planned by God long before the
world began. This assured them that the law was not being scrapped
because it didn't work but that both the law and the coming of Christ were
part of God's eternal plan.
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God has allowed you to remain in order to proclaim his name.
Exodus 9:16
"But, indeed, for this reason I have allowed you to remain, in order to show
you my power and in order to proclaim my name through all the earth.
God gave Pharaoh many opportunities to heed Moses' warnings. But finally
God seemed to say, "All right, Pharaoh, have it your way," and Pharaoh's
heart became permanently hardened. Did God intentionally harden
Pharaoh's heart and overrule his free will? No, he simply confirmed that
Pharaoh freely chose a life of resisting God. Similarly, after a lifetime of
resisting God, you may find it impossible to turn to him. Don't wait until just
the right time before turning to God. Do it now while you still have the
chance. If you continually ignore God's voice, eventually you will be unable
to hear it at all.

God predestined us as sons through Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 1:5-6
He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His
grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
That God "decided in advance to adopt us" is another way of saying that
salvation is God's work and not our own doing. In his infinite love, God has
adopted us as his own children. Through Jesus' sacrifice, he has brought
us into his family and made us heirs along with Jesus (Romans 8:17). In
Roman law, adopted children had the same rights and privileges as
biological children, even if they had been slaves. Paul uses this term to
show how strong our relationship to God is. Have you entered into this
loving relationship with God?
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Man has not seen nor heard the things God prepared
for those he loves.
1 Corinthians 2:9-10
But just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR
HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF
MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."
For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all
things, even the depths of God.
We cannot imagine all that God has in store for us, both in this life and for
eternity. He will create a new heaven and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17;
Revelation 21:1), and we will live with him forever. Until then, his Holy Spirit
comforts and guides us. Knowing the wonderful and eternal future that
awaits us gives us hope and courage to press on in this life, to endure
hardship, and to avoid giving in to temptation. This world is not all there is.
The best is yet to come.
"God's deep secrets" refers to God's unfathomable nature and his
wonderful plan—Jesus' death and resurrection—and to the promise of
salvation, revealed only to those who believe that what God says is true.
Those who believe in Christ's death and resurrection and put their faith in
him will know all they need to know to be saved. This knowledge, however,
can't be grasped by even the wisest people unless they accept God's
message. All who reject God's message are foolish, no matter how wise
the world thinks they are.

God’s purpose is with kind intention.
Ephesians 1:9
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind
intention which He purposed in Him.
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God was not intentionally keeping his mysterious plan a secret, but his plan
for the world could not be fully understood until Christ rose from the dead.
His purpose for sending Christ was to unite Jews and Gentiles in one body
with Christ as the head. Many people still do not understand God's plan;
but at the right time, he will bring us together to be with him forever. Then
everyone will understand. On that day, all people will bow to Jesus as Lord,
either because they love him or because they fear his power.
The things revealed belong to us forever.
Deuteronomy 29:29
"The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed
belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of
this law.
There are some secrets God has chosen not to reveal to us, possibly for
the following reasons:
(1) Our finite minds cannot fully understand the infinite aspects of God's
nature and the universe (Ecclesiastes 3:11);
(2) Some things are unnecessary for us to know until we are more mature;
(3) God is infinite and all-knowing, and we do not have the capacity to know
everything he does.
This verse shows that although God has not told us everything there is to
know about obeying him, he has told us enough. Thus, disobedience
comes from an act of the will, not a lack of knowledge. Through God's
Word we know enough about him to be saved by faith and to serve him.
We must not use the limitation of our knowledge as an excuse to reject his
claim on our life.
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Through God’s word you understand the mysteries of Christ.
Ephesians 3:4-5
By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the
mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the
sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and
prophets in the Spirit;
God's plan was not revealed to previous generations, not because God
wanted to keep something from his people, but because he would reveal it
to everyone in his perfect timing. God planned to have Jews and Gentiles
comprise one body, the church. It was known in the Old Testament that the
Gentiles would receive salvation (Isaiah 49:6); but it was never revealed in
the Old Testament that all Gentile and Jewish believers would become
equal in the body of Christ. Yet this equality was accomplished when Jesus
destroyed the "wall of hostility" and created "one new people"

All things work together for good to those who love God.
Romans 8:28
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
God works in "everything"—not just isolated incidents—for our good. This
does not mean that all that happens to us is good. Evil is prevalent in our
fallen world, but God is able to turn every circumstance around for our longrange good. Note that God is not working to make us happy but to fulfill his
purpose. Note also that this promise is not for everybody. It can be claimed
only by those who love God and are called by him, that is, those whom the
Holy Spirit convinces to receive Christ. Such people have a new
perspective, a new mind-set. They trust in God, not in worldly treasures;
their security is in heaven, not on earth. Their faith in God does not waver
in pain and persecution because they know God is with them.
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God’s plans are to give you a future.
Jeremiah 29:11
'For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for
welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.
We're all encouraged by a leader who stirs us to move ahead, someone
who believes we can do the task he has given and who will be with us all
the way. God is that kind of leader. He knows the future, and his plans for
us are good and full of hope. As long as God, who knows the future,
provides our agenda and goes with us as we fulfill his mission, we can
have boundless hope. This does not mean that we will be spared pain,
suffering, or hardship, but that God will see us through to a glorious
conclusion.
Be transformed so you may prove what the will of God is.
Romans 12:2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is.
God has good, pleasing, and perfect plans for his children. He wants us to
be transformed people with renewed minds, living to honor and obey him.
Because he wants only what is best for us, and because he gave his Son
to make our new life possible, we should joyfully give ourselves as living
sacrifices for his service.
Your purpose is predestined to occur.
Acts 4:27-28
"For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant
Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your
purpose predestined to occur.
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Herod Antipas had been appointed by the Romans to rule over the territory
of Galilee. For more information on Herod, see his Profile in Mark 6, p.
1629. Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor over Judea. He bowed to
pressure from the crowd and sentenced Jesus to death. For more
information on Pilate, see his Profile in Mark 15, p. 1661.
God is the sovereign Lord of all events, who rules history to fulfill his
purposes. What his will determines, his power carries out. No leader, army,
government, or council can stand in God's way.

The unblemished, spotless blood of Christ is made known.
1 Peter 1:19-20
But with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood
of Christ. For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has
appeared in these last times for the sake of you
Christ's sacrifice for our sins was not an afterthought, not something God
decided to do when the world spun out of control. This plan was set in
motion by the all-knowing, eternal God long before the world was created.
What a comfort it must have been to Jewish believers to know that Christ's
coming and his work of salvation were planned by God long before the
world began. This assured them that the law was not being scrapped
because it didn't work but that both the law and the coming of Christ were
part of God's eternal plan.

Jesus came to fulfill God’s purpose.
John 12:27
"Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father, save me
from this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour.

16

Jesus knew his crucifixion lay ahead, and because he was human, he
dreaded it. He knew he would have to take the sins of the world on himself,
and he knew this would separate him from his Father. He wanted to be
delivered from this horrible death, but he knew that God sent him into the
world to die for our sins, in our place. Jesus said no to his human desires in
order to obey his Father and glorify him.
Although we will never have to face such a difficult and awesome task, we
are still called to obedience. Whatever the Father asks, we should do his
will and bring glory to his name.

The mystery of God’s will is known according to his kind intention.
Ephesians 1:9-10
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind
intention which He purposed in Him with a view to an administration
suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in
Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him.
God was not intentionally keeping his mysterious plan a secret, but his plan
for the world could not be fully understood until Christ rose from the dead.
His purpose for sending Christ was to unite Jews and Gentiles in one body
with Christ as the head. Many people still do not understand God's plan;
but at the right time, he will bring us together to be with him forever. Then
everyone will understand. On that day, all people will bow to Jesus as Lord,
either because they love him or because they fear his power.

God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ.
Acts 2:36
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified."
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After Peter's powerful, Spirit-filled message, the people were deeply moved
and asked, "What should we do?" This is the basic question we must ask. It
is not enough to be sorry for our sins. We must repent, ask God to forgive
us, and then live like forgiven people. Has God spoken to you through his
Word or through the words of another believer? Like Peter's audience, ask
God what you should do, and then obey.
Because Jesus became obedient to death, God has exalted him.
Philippians 2:8-11
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also,
God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of
those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth.
Death on a cross (crucifixion) was the form of capital punishment that
Romans used for notorious criminals. It was excruciatingly painful and
humiliating. Prisoners were nailed or tied to a cross and left to die. Death
might not come for several days, and it usually came by suffocation when
the weight of the weakened body made breathing more and more difficult.
Jesus died as one who was cursed (Galatians 3:13). How amazing that the
perfect man should die this most shameful death so that we would not have
to face eternal punishment!
At the Last Judgment, even those who are condemned will recognize
Jesus' authority and right to rule. People can choose now to commit their
lives to Jesus as Lord or be forced to acknowledge him as Lord when he
returns. Christ may return at any moment. Are you prepared to meet him?
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All who behold the son of God have eternal life.

John 6:40
"For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and
believes in Him will have eternal life, and I myself will raise him up on the
last day."
Those who put their faith in Christ will be resurrected from physical death to
eternal life with God when Christ comes again.
All who believe in the Son have eternal life.
John 3:16-17
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. “For God did
not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might
be saved through Him.
The message of the Good News comes to a focus in this verse. God's love
is not static or self-centered; it reaches out and draws others in. Here God
sets the pattern of true love, the basis for all love relationships—when you
love someone dearly, you are willing to give freely to the point of selfsacrifice.
God paid dearly with the life of his Son, the highest price he could pay.
Jesus accepted our punishment, paid the price for our sins, and then
offered us the new life that he had bought for us. When we share the Good
News with others, our love must be like Jesus'—willingly giving up our own
comfort and security so that others might join us in receiving God's love.
Some people are repulsed by the idea of eternal life because their lives are
miserable. But eternal life is not an extension of a person's miserable,
mortal life; eternal life is God's life embodied in Christ given to all believers
now as a guarantee that they will live forever. In eternal life there is no
death, sickness, enemy, evil, or sin. When we don't know Christ, we make
choices as though this life is all we have.
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In reality, this life is just the introduction to eternity. Receive this new life by
faith and begin to evaluate all that happens from an eternal perspective.

To "believe" is more than intellectual agreement that Jesus is God. It
means to put our trust and confidence in him that he alone can save us. It
is to put Christ in charge of our present plans and eternal destiny. Believing
is both trusting his words as reliable, and relying on him for the power to
change. If you have never trusted Christ, let this promise of everlasting life
be yours—and believe.

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I
ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept
you as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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