


God is arewarder of those who seek him.

Hebrews 11:26

Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.

True wealth is eternal. Consider the most powerful or well-known people
in our world—how many got where they are by being humble, self-
effacing, and gentle? Not many! But in the life to come, the last will be
first—if they got in last place by choosing to follow Jesus. Hebrews has a
critical message for earth-loving Christians. Don't forfeit eternal rewards
for temporary benefits. Like Moses, be willing to make sacrifices now for
greater rewards later.

Matthew 6:19-21

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: [20]
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor
steal: [21] For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

God is our exceeding, great reward.
Genesis 15:1

After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision,
saying, Fear not, Abram: | am thy shield, and thy exceeding great
reward.

The Pharisees and teachers of religious law came from Jerusalem, the
center of Jewish authority, to scrutinize Jesus' activities. Over the
centuries since the Jews' return from Babylonian captivity, hundreds of
religious traditions had been added to God's laws. The Pharisees and
teachers of religious law considered them all equally important.



Many traditions are not bad in themselves. Certain religious traditions can
add richness and meaning to life. But we must not assume that because
our traditions have been practiced for years, they should be elevated to a
sacred standing. God's principles never change, and his law doesn't need
additions. Traditions should help us understand God's laws better, not
become laws themselves.

The Lord recompense your work with a full reward.

Ruth 2:12

Ruth's life exhibited admirable qualities: She was hardworking, loving, kind,
faithful, and brave. These qualities gained for her a good reputation, but
only because she displayed them consistently in all areas of her life.
Wherever Ruth went or whatever she did, her character remained the
same.

Your reputation is formed by the people who watch you at work, in town, at
home, in church. A good reputation comes by consistently living out the
gualities you believe in—no matter what group of people or surroundings
you are in.

There is a reward for the righteous.

Psalm 58:11



Of all people, our national leaders should be just and fair. When they are
unjust and unfair, people suffer as politicians wrest power from the people,
national morality deteriorates, and God is ignored. When right triumphs at
last, "the godly will rejoice” Be assured that there will be a day of
accountability and that God judges fairly. Be careful never to side with
injustice lest you find yourself standing before an angry Judge.

Those who sow righteousness shall receive a full reward.

Proverbs 11:18

A good leader needs and uses wise advisers. One person's perspective
and understanding is severely limited; he or she may not have all the facts
or may be blinded by bias, emotions, or wrong impressions. To be a wise
leader at home, at church, or at work, seek the counsel of others and be
open to their advice. Then, after considering all the facts, make your
decision.

"Godly people find life" because they live life more fully each day. They
also find life because people usually live longer when they live right, with
proper diet, exercise, and rest. In addition, they need not fear death
because eternal life is God's gift to them (John 11:25). By contrast, evil
people not only find eternal death but also miss out on real life on earth.

A heavenly reward awaits the faithful.

Matthew 5:12

Jesus said to be happy when we're persecuted for our faith. Persecution
can be good because


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+11%3A25

(1) It takes our eyes off earthly rewards,

(2) It strips away superficial belief,

(3) It strengthens the faith of those who endure, and

(4) Our attitude through it serves as an example to others who follow.

We can be comforted knowing that God's greatest prophets were
persecuted (Elijah, Jeremiah, Daniel).

The fact that we are being persecuted proves that we have been faithful;
faithless people would be unnoticed. In the future God will reward the
faithful by receiving them into his eternal Kingdom, where there is no more
persecution.

Seek not the glory of men for your reward.

Matthew 6:2

The term hypocrites, as used here, describes people who do good acts
for appearances only—not out of compassion or other good motives.
Their actions may be good, but their motives are hollow. These empty
acts are their only reward, but God will reward those who are sincere in
their faith.



Hypocrites seek a reward from men.

Matthew 6:5

Some people, especially the religious leaders, wanted to be seen as
"holy," and public prayer was one way to get attention. Jesus saw through
their self-righteous acts, however, and taught that the essence of prayer
is not public style but private communication with God. There is a place
for public prayer, but to pray only where others will notice you indicates
that your real audience is not God.

Fast unto God only.

Matthew 6:16

Fasting—going without food in order to spend time in prayer—is noble
and difficult. It gives us time to pray, teaches self-discipline, reminds us
that we can live with a lot less, and helps us appreciate God's gifts. Jesus
was not condemning fasting, but hypocrisy—fasting in order to gain
public approval. Fasting was mandatory for the Jewish people once a
year on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:32).

The Pharisees voluntarily fasted twice a week to impress the people with
their "holiness." Jesus commended acts of self-sacrifice done quietly and
sincerely. He wanted people to adopt spiritual disciplines for the right
reasons, not from a selfish desire for praise.
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Receive a prophet and receive his reward.

Matthew 10:41-42

And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold
water only in the name of a disciple, verily | say unto you, he shall in no
wise lose his reward.

How much we love God can be measured by how well we treat others.
Jesus' example of giving a cup of cold water to a thirsty child is a good
model of unselfish service. A child usually can't or won't return a favor.

God notices every good deed we do or don't do as if he were the one
receiving it. Is there something unselfish you can do for someone else
today? Although no one else may see you, God will notice.

Love your neighbors and your reward will be great

Luke 6:35

A forgiving spirit demonstrates that a person has received God's
forgiveness. Jesus used the picture of measuring grain in a basket to
ensure the full amount. If we are critical rather than compassionate, we
will also receive criticism. If we treat others generously, graciously, and
compassionately, however, these qualities will come back to us in full
measure. We are to love others, not judge them.



Fight a good fight and receive a crown of righteousness.

2Tim. 4:7-8

As he neared the end of his life, Paul could confidently say that he had
been faithful to his call. Thus, he faced death calmly, knowing that he would
be rewarded by Christ. Is your life preparing you for death? Do you share
Paul's confident expectation of meeting Christ? The good news is that the
heavenly reward is not just for giants of the faith like Paul, but for all who
are eagerly looking forward to Christ's second coming. Paul gave these
words to encourage Timothy and us, so that no matter how difficult the fight
seems, we can keep fighting. When we are with Jesus Christ, we will
discover that it was all worth it.

In Roman athletic games, a laurel wreath would be given to each winner. A
symbol of triumph and honor, it was the most coveted prize in ancient
Rome. This is probably what Paul was referring to when he spoke of a
"crown." But his would be a crown of righteousness. See 2 Corinthians 5:10
and the note on Matthew 19:27 for more on the rewards awaiting us for our
faith and deeds. Although Paul would not receive an earthly reward, he
would be rewarded in heaven. Whatever we may face—discouragement,
persecution, or death—we know we will receive reward with Christ in
heaven.
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Prayer to salvation.

Lord God in heaven, | come to you in the name of Jesus.

| acknowledge to you that | am a sinner, and

| am sorry for my sins and the life that | have lived,

| need your forgiveness.

| believe that your only begotten Son Jesus Christ shed His precious blood
on the cross at Calvary and died for my sins, and | am now willing to turn
from my sin.

Your Holy Word declares in Romans 10:9 that if we confess the Lord our
God and believe in our hearts that God raised Jesus from the dead, we

shall be saved.

Right now | confess Jesus as the Lord of my soul. With my heart, | believe
that God raised Jesus from the dead.

This very moment | accept Jesus Christ as my own personal Savior and
according to His Word, right now | am saved. Amen
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