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Forward
Luke 17:28-32
"And the world will be as it was in the days of Lot. People went about their daily
business—eating and drinking, buying and selling, farming and building—
until the morning Lot left Sodom.
Then fire and burning sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.
Yes, it will be 'business as usual' right up to the hour when the Son of Man returns.
On that day a person outside the house must not go into the house to pack.
A person in the field must not return to town. Remember what happened to Lot's
wife!
We understand that Lot’s wife, (problem standing as the other family members
hurried to escape the destruction).
While she may have looked longingly at her past life, we are waned that longing
for the old ways is contrary to our future plan the Lord has for us.
Yet, we are to look back at what the Lord has done for his people in the past. We
consider his covenant, his promises, his Word and his everlasting hope.
When you look back, is it to find a hope for the future, or to long for the old ways
of sin?
Consider the many following Scriptures showing us were and why to look back.
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Chapter 1
Remembering His covenant forever
1 Chronicles 16:15
Remember His covenant forever, the word which He commanded to a thousand
generations,
This covenant was given to Abraham (Genesis 15:18-21), and then passed on to
Isaac (Genesis 26:24-25) and Jacob (Genesis 28:13-15). God promised to give the
land of Canaan (present-day Israel) to their descendants. He also promised that the
Messiah would come from their line.

Remembering the covenant of God’s word
Psalm 105:8
He has remembered His covenant forever, the word which He commanded to a
thousand generations,
The nation Israel, the people through whom God revealed his laws to mankind, is
descended from Abraham. God chose Abraham and promised that his descendants
would live in the land of Canaan (now called Israel), and that they would be too
numerous to count (Genesis 17:6-8).
Abraham’s son was Isaac; Isaac’s son was Jacob. These three men are considered
the patriarchs or founders of Israel. God blessed them because of their faith (see
Hebrews 11:8-21).
God will remember his covenant.
Genesis 9:14-16
"It shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow will be seen
in the cloud, and I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and
every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to
destroy all flesh. “When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all
flesh that is on the earth."
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Noah stepped out of the ark onto an earth devoid of human life. But God gave him
a reassuring promise. This covenant had three parts: (1) never again will a flood do
such destruction; (2) as long as the earth remains, the seasons will always come as
expected; (3) a rainbow will be visible when it rains as a sign to all that God will
keep his promises. The earth’s order and seasons are still preserved, and rainbows
still remind us of God’s faithfulness to his Word.
Remembering God’s covenant with Abraham
Exodus 2:23-25
Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died.
And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their
cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God. So God heard their groaning;
and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God saw the
sons of Israel, and God took notice of them.
God’s rescue doesn’t always come the moment we want it. God had promised to
bring the Hebrew slaves out of Egypt (Genesis 15:16; Genesis 46:3-4). The people
had waited a long time for that promise to be kept, but God rescued them when he
knew the right time had come. God knows the best time to act. When you feel that
God has forgotten you in your troubles, remember that God has a time schedule we
can’t see.
God Remembering Devotion
Jeremiah 44:21
"As for the smoking sacrifices that you burned in the cities of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem, you and your forefathers, your kings and your princes, and the
people of the land, did not the LORD remember them and did not all this come into
His mind?
The farther we drift from God, the more confused our thinking becomes. Whatever
spiritual life was left in the Israelites when they went to Egypt was lost as they
sank into the depths of idolatry. (For more information on the “Queen of Heaven,”
see the note on +Jeremiah 7:18.) The escape to Egypt had brought a change in their
pagan worship habits, and they blamed their troubles on their neglect of their idols.
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But idol worship had started all their problems in the first place. The people
refused to recognize the true source of their problems—departure from God’s
leading. When calamity forces you to examine your life, take a close look at God’s
instructions for you.
God Remembering His Covenant
Genesis 9:15
And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all
flesh.
God Remembering His People
Genesis 8:1
But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him
in the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided.
Occasionally Noah would send a bird out to test the earth and see if it was dry. But
Noah didn’t get out of the ark until God told him to. He was waiting for God’s
timing. God knew that even though the water was gone, the earth was not dry
enough for Noah and his family to venture out. What patience Noah showed,
especially after spending an entire year inside his boat! We, like Noah, must trust
God to give us patience during those difficult times when we must wait.
God Remembering Sin
Hosea 7:2
And they do not consider in their hearts that I remember all their wickedness now
their deeds are all around them; they are before my face.
God sees and knows everything. Like Israel, we often forget this. Thoughts like
“No one will ever know,” or “No one is watching” may tempt us to try to get away
with sin. If you are facing difficult temptations, you will be less likely to give in if
you remind yourself that God is watching. When faced with the opportunity to sin,
remember that God sees everything.
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God Remembering the Needy
Hebrews 2:6
But one in a certain place testified, saying, what is man, that thou art mindful of
him? Or the son of man, that thou visitest him?
God put Jesus in charge of everything, and Jesus revealed himself to us. We do not
yet see Jesus reigning on earth, but we can picture him in his heavenly glory. When
you are confused by present events and anxious about the future, remember Jesus’
true position and authority. He is Lord of all, and one day he will rule on earth as
he does now in heaven. This truth can give stability to your decisions day by day.
Remembering the righteous.
Proverbs 10:7
The memory of the righteous is blessed, but the name of the wicked will rot.
Every day has 24 hours filled with opportunities to grow, serve, and be productive.
Yet it is so easy to waste time, letting life slip from our grasp. Refuse to be a lazy
person, sleeping or frittering away the hours meant for productive work. See time
as God’s gift and seize your opportunities to live diligently for him.

Remembering Christ Sacrifice
2 Timothy 2:8
Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, according to my
gospel,
False teachers were a problem in Ephesus (see Acts 20:29-30; 1 Tim. 1:3-11). At
the heart of false teaching is an incorrect view of Christ. In Timothy’s day many
asserted that Christ was divine but not human—God but not man. These days we
often hear that Jesus was human but not divine—man but not God. Either view
destroys the good news that Jesus Christ has taken our sins on himself and has
reconciled us to God. In this verse, Paul firmly states that Jesus is fully man
(“descended from David”) and fully God (“raised from the dead”). This is an

7

important doctrine for all Christians. For more on this key concept see the note on
+Phil. 2:5-7.
Remembering People
Genesis 40:14
"Only keep me in mind when it goes well with you, and please do me a kindness
by mentioning me to Pharaoh and get me out of this house.
When Pharaoh’s cupbearer was freed from prison, he forgot about Joseph, even
though he had Joseph to thank for his freedom. It was two full years before Joseph
had another opportunity to be freed (Genesis 41:1). Yet Joseph’s faith was deep,
and he would be ready when the next chance came. When we feel passed by,
overlooked, or forgotten, we shouldn’t be surprised that people are often
ungrateful. In similar situations, trust God as Joseph did. More opportunities may
be waiting.
Remembering the Covenant
Psalm 111:5
He has given food to those who fear Him; He will remember His covenant forever.
Psalms 111-118 are called hallelujah psalms. Hallelujah means “praise the LORD”
and expresses the uplifting and optimistic tone of these songs.
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Chapter 2
Remembering His Holy Word
Psalm 105:42
For He remembered His holy word With Abraham His servant;
God’s purpose for saving the Israelites was that they would “keep his precepts and
observe his laws.” Too often we use our lives and freedom to please ourselves, but
we should honor God. That is God’s purpose for our lives and why he gave us his
Word.
Remembering Deliverance
Deuteronomy 6:20-23
And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, what mean the
testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord our God hath
commanded you?
Then thou shalt say unto thy son, we were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the
Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand:
And the Lord showed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon
Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes:
And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land
which he sware unto our fathers.
Does the phrase “so that we might always prosper” mean that we can expect only
prosperity and no suffering when we obey God? What is promised here is a right
relationship with God for all those who love him with all their heart. It speaks of a
good relationship with God and the ultimate benefit of knowing him. It is not
blanket protection against poverty, adversity, or suffering. We can have this right
relationship with God by obeying his command to love him with all that we are.
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Remembering God’s Promise
Joshua 1:3
"Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I
spoke to Moses.
Joshua succeeded Moses as Israel’s leader. What qualifications did he have to
become the leader of a nation? (1) God appointed him (Numbers 27:18-23). (2) He
was one of only two living eyewitnesses to the Egyptian plagues and the exodus
from Egypt. (3) He was Moses’ personal aide for 40 years. (4) Of the 12 spies,
only he and Caleb showed complete confidence that God would help them conquer
the land.
Remembering Repentance
2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
God may have seemed slow to these believers as they faced persecution every day
and longed to be delivered. But God is not slow; he just is not on our timetable
(Psalm 90:4). Jesus is waiting so that more sinners will repent and turn to him. We
must not sit and wait for Christ to return, but we should live with the realization
that time is short and that we have important work to do. Be ready to meet Christ
any time, even today; yet plan your course of service as though he may not return
for many years.

Remembering that God will not forget you.
Isaiah 49:15-16
"Can a woman forget her nursing child and have no compassion on the son of her
womb? Even these may forget, but I will not forget you. "Behold, I have inscribed
you on the palms of my hands; your walls are continually before Me.
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The people of Israel felt that God had forsaken them in Babylon; but Isaiah pointed
out that God would never forget them, as a loving mother would not forget her
little child. When we feel that God has forsaken us, we must ask if we have
forsaken and forgotten God (see Deut. 31:6).

God remembered Abraham
Genesis 19:29
Thus it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, that God
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He
overthrew the cities in which Lot lived.
Notice how God’s mercy toward Abraham extended to Lot and his family. Because
Abraham pleaded for Lot, God was merciful and saved Lot from the fiery
destruction of Sodom. A righteous person can often affect others for good. James
says that the prayers of a righteous person are powerful (see James 5:16). All
Christians should follow Abraham’s example and pray for others to be saved.
God remembered Rachel
Genesis 30:22
Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave heed to her and opened her womb.
Eventually God answered Rachel’s prayers and gave her a child of her own. In the
meantime, however, she had given her maidservant to Jacob. Trusting God when
nothing seems to happen is difficult. But it is harder still to live with the
consequences of taking matters into our own hands. Resist the temptation to think
God has forgotten you. Have patience and courage to wait for God to act.
God remembered Hannah.
1 Samuel 1:19-20
Then they arose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD, and
returned again to their house in Ramah and Elkanah had relations with Hannah his
wife, and the LORD remembered her. It came about in due time, after Hannah had
conceived, that she gave birth to a son; and she named him Samuel, saying,
"Because I have asked him of the LORD."
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Earlier Hannah had been discouraged to the point of being physically sick and
unable to eat. At this point, she returned home well and happy.
The change in her attitude may be attributed to three factors:
(1) She honestly prayed to God (1 Samuel 1:11);
(2) She received encouragement from Eli (1 Samuel 1:17);
(3) She resolved to leave the problem with God (1 Samuel 1:18).
This is the antidote for discouragement: tell God how you really feel and leave
your problems with him. Then rely upon the support of good friends and
counselors.
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Chapter 3
Remembering God’s mercy
Luke 1:54-55
"He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His mercy, As He
spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and his descendants forever."
God kept his promise to Abraham to be merciful to God’s people forever (Genesis
22:16-18). Christ’s birth fulfilled the promise, and Mary understood this. She was
not surprised when her special son eventually announced that he was the Messiah.
She had known Jesus’ mission from before his birth. Some of God’s promises to
Israel are found in 2 Samuel 22:50-51; Psalm 89:2-4; Psalm 103:17-18; Micah
7:18-20.
Remembering God’s covenant
Hebrews 8:10-12
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts:
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:
And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,
saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities
will I remember no more.
This passage is a quotation of Jeremiah 31:31-34, which compares the new
covenant with the old. The old covenant was the covenant of law between God and
Israel. The new and better way is the covenant of grace—Christ’s offer to forgive
our sins and bring us to God through his sacrificial death. This covenant is new in
extent—it goes beyond Israel and Judah to include all the Gentile nations.
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It is new in application because it is written on our hearts and in our minds. It
offers a new way to forgiveness, not through animal sacrifice but through faith.
Have you entered into this new covenant and begun walking in the better way?
Remembering God’s law
Jeremiah 31:33-34
"But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those
days," declares the LORD, "I will put my law within them and on their heart I will
write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. “They will not teach
again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,'
for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares
the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no
more."
God would write his law on their hearts rather than on tablets of stone, as he did
the Ten Commandments. In Jeremiah 17:1 their sin was engraved on their hearts so
that they wanted above all to disobey. This change seems to describe an experience
very much like the new birth, with God taking the initiative. When we turn our
lives over to God, he, by his Holy Spirit, builds into us the desire to obey him.
The old covenant, broken by the people, would be replaced by a new covenant.
The foundation of this new covenant is Christ (Hebrews 8:6).
It is revolutionary, involving not only Israel and Judah, but even the Gentiles. It
offers a unique personal relationship with God himself, with his laws written on
individuals’ hearts instead of on stone. Jeremiah looked forward to the day when
Jesus would come to establish this covenant.
But for us today, this covenant is here. We have the wonderful opportunity to make
a fresh start and establish a permanent, personal relationship with God (see
Jeremiah 29:11; Jeremiah 32:38-40).

14

The former things will be remembered no more.
Isaiah 65:16-17
"Because he who is blessed in the earth will be blessed by the God of truth; and he
who swears in the earth will swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles
are forgotten, And because they are hidden from my sight!
“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things will not
be remembered or come to mind.
Remember God’s forgiveness
Ezekiel 18:21-24
But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all
my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not
die. All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto
him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.
Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? Saith the Lord God: and not
that he should return from his ways, and live?
But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth
iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth,
shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his
trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he
die.
God is a God of love, but he is also a God of perfect justice. His perfect love
causes him to be merciful to those who recognize their sin and turn back to him,
but he cannot wink at those who willfully sin. Wicked people die both physically
and spiritually. God takes no joy in their deaths; he would prefer that they turn to
him and have eternal life. Likewise, we should not rejoice in the misfortunes of
nonbelievers. Instead, we should do all in our power to bring them to faith.
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God will bring all things to remembrance.
John 14:26
"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He will
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.
Jesus promised the disciples that the Holy Spirit would help them remember what
he had been teaching them. This promise ensures the validity of the New
Testament. The disciples were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life and teachings, and the
Holy Spirit helped them remember without taking away their individual
perspectives.
We can be confident that the Gospels are accurate records of what Jesus taught and
did (see 1 Cor. 2:10-14). The Holy Spirit can help us in the same way. As we study
the Bible, we can trust him to plant truth in our mind, convince us of God’s will,
and remind us when we stray from it.

Remember what Jesus has spoken
John 2:22
So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this;
and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.
Jesus was not talking about the temple made of stones, but about his body. His
listeners didn’t realize it, but Jesus was greater than the temple (Matthew 12:6).
His words would take on meaning for his disciples after his resurrection. That
Christ so perfectly fulfilled this prediction became the strongest proof for his
claims to be God.
Remember the things written concerning Jesus.
John 12:16
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These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was
glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that
they had done these things to Him.

After Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples understood for the first time many of the
prophecies that they had missed along the way. Jesus’ words and actions took on
new meaning and made more sense. In retrospect, the disciples saw how Jesus had
led them into a deeper and better understanding of his truth. Stop now and think
about the events in your life leading up to where you are now.
How has God led you to this point? As you grow older, you will look back and see
God’s involvement more clearly than you do now.
Remember that God has power to give wealth.
Deuteronomy 8:18
"But you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who is giving you
power to make wealth that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your
fathers, as it is this day.
In times of plenty, we often take credit for our prosperity and become proud that
our own hard work and cleverness have made us rich. It is easy to get so busy
collecting and managing wealth that we push God right out of our lives. But it is
God who gives us everything we have, and it is God who asks us to manage it for
him.
Remember the Lord’s name in the night.
Psalm 119:55
O LORD, I remember your name in the night, and keep your law.
The psalmist talks about keeping the laws and yet being free. Contrary to what we
often expect, obeying God’s laws does not inhibit or restrain us. Instead it frees us
to be what God designed us to be. By seeking God’s salvation and forgiveness, we
have freedom from sin and the resulting oppressive guilt. By living God’s way, we
have freedom to fulfill God’s plan for our lives.
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Remember the Lord from afar
Jeremiah 51:50
You who have escaped the sword, Depart! Do not stay! Remember the LORD
from afar, and let Jerusalem come to your mind.
The people were paralyzed with guilt over their past. The Babylonian armies had
desecrated the temple, and the people were ashamed to return to Jerusalem. But
God told them to return to the city because he would destroy Babylon for its sins.

Jonah remembered the Lord.
Jonah 2:7
"While I was fainting away, I remembered the LORD, and my prayer came to You,
Into Your holy temple.
Jonah said, “When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, LORD” (Jonah
2:7). Often we act the same way. When life is going well, we tend to take God for
granted; but when we lose hope, we cry out to him.
This kind of relationship with God can result only in an inconsistent, up-and-down
spiritual life. A consistent, daily commitment to God promotes a solid relationship
with him. Look to God during both the good and bad times, and you will have a
stronger spiritual life.
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Chapter 4
Remember the former things long past.
Isaiah 46:9
"Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am
God, and there is no one like me,
Remember that God brought you out of slavery.
Deuteronomy 5:15
'You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD
your God brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm;
therefore the LORD your God commanded you to observe the Sabbath day.
Remember what the Lord did to Pharaoh.
Deuteronomy 7:17-18
"If you should say in your heart, 'These nations are greater than I; how can I
dispossess them?' you shall not be afraid of them; you shall well remember what
the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt:
Moses told the Israelites that God would destroy Israel’s enemies, but not all at
once. God had the power to destroy those nations instantly, but he chose to do it in
stages. In the same way and with the same power, God could miraculously and
instantaneously change your life. Usually, however, he chooses to help you
gradually, teaching you one lesson at a time.
Rather than expecting instant spiritual maturity and solutions to all your problems,
slow down and work one step at a time, trusting God to make up the difference
between where you should be and where you are now. You’ll soon look back and
see that a miraculous transformation has occurred.
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Remember to not forget the Lord when all is well.
Deuteronomy 8:10-18
When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the
good land which he hath given thee.
Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his commandments,
and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day: Lest when
thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein;
And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is
multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; Then thine heart be lifted up, and
thou forget the Lord thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt,
from the house of bondage;
Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery
serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee
forth water out of the rock of flint; Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna,
which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove
thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;
And thou say in thine heart, my power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me
this wealth. But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee
power to get wealth that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy
fathers, as it is this day.
This verse is traditionally cited as the reason we say grace before or after meals. Its
purpose, however, was to warn the Israelites not to forget God when their needs
and wants were satisfied. Let your table prayers serve as a constant reminder of the
Lord’s goodness to you and your duty to those who are less fortunate.
In times of plenty, we often take credit for our prosperity and become proud that
our own hard work and cleverness have made us rich. It is easy to get so busy
collecting and managing wealth that we push God right out of our lives. But it is
God who gives us everything we have, and it is God who asks us to manage it for
him.
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Remember his wonderful deeds.
1 Chronicles 16:12
Remember His wonderful deeds which He has done, His marvels and the
judgments from His mouth,
Four elements of true thanksgiving are found in this song (psalm):
(1) Remembering what God has done,
(2) Telling others about it,
(3) Showing God’s glory to others, and
(4) Offering gifts of self, time, and resources. If you are truly thankful, your life
will show it.

Remember that mockers will come in the last days.
2 Peter 3:1-10
This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your
pure minds by way of remembrance:
That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:
Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying, where is the promise of his coming? For since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation.
For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of
old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:
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Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the
heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved
unto fire against the Day of Judgment and perdition of ungodly men. [8] But,
beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
“In the last days” scoffers will say that Jesus is never coming back, but Peter
refutes their argument by explaining God’s mastery over time. The “last days” is
the time between Christ’s first and second comings; thus we, like Peter, live in the
last days. We must do the work to which God has called us and believe that he will
return as he promised.
God may have seemed slow to these believers as they faced persecution every day
and longed to be delivered. But God is not slow; he just is not on our timetable
(Psalm 90:4). Jesus is waiting so that more sinners will repent and turn to him. We
must not sit and wait for Christ to return, but we should live with the realization
that time is short and that we have important work to do. Be ready to meet Christ
any time, even today; yet plan your course of service as though he may not return
for many years.

Remember all the commandments.
Deuteronomy 8:1-2
"All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to
do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the
LORD swore to give to your forefathers. "You shall remember all the way which
the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might
humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep
His commandments or not.
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Chapter 5
Remember God’s loving kindness
Psalm 103:17-18
But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those
who fear Him, And His righteousness to children's children, to those who keep His
covenant and remember His precepts to do them.
Everything everywhere is to praise the Lord: all angels—mighty ones and heavenly
hosts—and all his works! Praising God means remembering all he has done for us
(Psalm 103:2), fearing him and obeying his commands (Psalm 103:17-18), and
doing his will (Psalm 103:21). Does your life praise the Lord?
Remember to help the weak.
Acts 20:35
"In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the
weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, 'It is more
blessed to give than to receive.'"
Remember the poor.
Galatians 2:10
They only asked us to remember the poor--the very thing I also was eager to do.
The apostles were referring to the poor of Jerusalem. While many Gentile converts
were financially comfortable, the Jerusalem church had suffered from the effects of
a severe famine in Palestine (see Acts 11:28-30) and was struggling.
So on his journeys, Paul had gathered funds for the Jewish Christians (Acts 24:17;
Romans 15:25-29; 1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8). The need for believers to care for the
poor is a constant theme in Scripture.
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But often we do nothing, caught up in meeting our own needs and desires. Perhaps
we don’t see enough poverty to remember the needs of the poor. The world is
filled with poor people, here and in other countries. What can you do to help?

Remember to show hospitality to strangers.
Hebrews 13:2-3
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained
angels without knowing it. Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them,
and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.
Three Old Testament people “entertained angels without knowing it”: (1) Abraham
(Genesis 18:1ff), (2) Gideon (Judges 6:11ff), and (3) Manoah (Judges 13:2ff).
Some people say they cannot be hospitable because their homes are not large
enough or nice enough. But even if you have no more than a table and two chairs
in a rented room, there are people who would be grateful to spend time in your
home. Are there visitors to your church with whom you could share a meal?
Do you know single people who would enjoy an evening of conversation? Is there
any way your home could meet the needs of traveling missionaries? Hospitality
simply means making other people feel comfortable and at home.
We are to have empathy for those in prison, especially for (but not limited to)
Christians imprisoned for their faith. Jesus said that his true followers would
represent him as they visit those in prison (Matthew 25:36).

Remember the Lord’s new covenant.
1 Corinthians 11:24-28
And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body,
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner
also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying,
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This cup is the New Testament in my blood: this do you, as oft as ye drink it, in
remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord's death till he come.
Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord,
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
What does the Lord’s Supper mean? The early church remembered that Jesus
instituted the Lord’s Supper on the night of the Passover meal (Luke 22:13-20).
Just as Passover celebrated deliverance from slavery in Egypt, so the Lord’s
Supper celebrates deliverance from sin by Christ’s death.
What is this new covenant? In the old covenant, people could approach God only
through the priests and the sacrificial system. Jesus’ death on the cross ushered in
the new covenant or agreement between God and us. Now all people can
personally approach God and communicate with him. The people of Israel first
entered into this agreement after their exodus from Egypt (Exodus 24), and it was
designed to point to the day when Jesus Christ would come. The new covenant
completes, rather than replaces, the old covenant, fulfilling everything the old
covenant looked forward to (see Jeremiah 31:31-34). Eating the bread and drinking
the cup shows that we are remembering Christ’s death for us and renewing our
commitment to serve him.
Jesus said, “Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” How do we
remember Christ in the Lord’s Supper? By thinking about what he did and why he
did it. If the Lord’s Supper becomes just a ritual or a pious habit, it no longer
remembers Christ, and it loses its significance.

Remember that the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.
Psalm 13:5-6
But I have trusted in your lovingkindness; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
I will sing to the LORD, Because He has dealt bountifully with me.
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David frequently claimed that God was slow to act on his behalf. We often feel this
same impatience. It seems that evil and suffering go unchecked, and we wonder
when God is going to stop them. David affirmed that he would continue to trust
God no matter how long he had to wait for God’s justice to be realized. When you
feel impatient, remember David’s steadfast faith in God’s unfailing love.
Remember that Jesus will return.
Revelation 3:3
'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent Therefore
if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour
I will come to you.
The church at Sardis was urged to obey the Christian truth they had heard when
they first believed in Christ, to get back to the basics of the faith. It is important to
grow in our knowledge of the Lord, to deepen our understanding through careful
study. But no matter how much we learn, we must never abandon the basic truths
about Jesus. Jesus will always be God’s Son, and his sacrifice for our sins is
permanent. No new truth from God will ever contradict these Biblical teachings.
God will remember his covenant.
Ezekiel 16:59-63
For thus saith the Lord God; I will even deal with thee as thou hast done, which
hast despised the oath in breaking the covenant.
Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and
I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. Then thou shalt remember thy
ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy
younger: and I will give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy covenant.
And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the
Lord: That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth
any more because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou
hast done, saith the Lord God.
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Although the people had broken their promises and did not deserve anything but
punishment, God would not break his promises. If the people turned back to him,
he would again forgive them and renew his covenant.
This covenant was put into effect when Jesus paid for the sins of all mankind by
his death on the cross (Hebrews 10:8-10). No one is beyond the reach of God’s
forgiveness. Although we don’t deserve anything but punishment for our sins,
God’s arms are still outstretched. He will not break his promise to give us salvation
and forgiveness if we repent and turn to him.

Remember to be reconciled to your brother.
Matthew 5:23-24
"Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that
your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar
and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your
offering.
Broken relationships can hinder our relationship with God. If we have a problem or
grievance with a friend, we should resolve the problem as soon as possible. We are
hypocrites if we claim to love God while we hate others. Our attitudes toward
others reflect our relationship with God (1 John 4:20).

Remember the warnings of the Lord.
Matthew 26:75
And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before a rooster crows,
you will deny me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly.
That Peter denied that he knew Jesus, using an oath and calling down curses, does
not mean he used foul language. This was the kind of swearing that a person does
in a court of law. Peter was swearing that he did not know Jesus and was invoking
a curse on himself if his words were untrue. In effect he was saying, “May God
strike me dead if I am lying.”
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Remember from where you have fallen.
Revelation 2:5
'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you
did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its
place--unless you repent.
For Jesus to “remove your lampstand from its place” would mean the church
would cease to be an effective church. Just as the seven-branched candlestick in
the temple gave light for the priests to see, the churches were to give light to their
surrounding communities. But Jesus warned them that their lights could go out. In
fact, Jesus himself would extinguish any light that did not fulfill its purpose. The
church had to repent of its sins.
Remember the words of the Lord.
John 15:20
Remember the word that I said unto you, the servant is not greater than his lord.
If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my
saying, they will keep yours also.
The Holy Spirit gives strength to endure the unreasonable hatred and evil in our
world and the hostility many have toward Christ. This is especially comforting for
those facing persecution.
Remember to bless the name of the Lord.
Lamentations 3:21-24
Bless the LORD, O my soul, And all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless
the LORD, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits;
Jeremiah saw one ray of hope in all the sin and sorrow surrounding him: “Because
of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.”
God willingly responds with help when we ask. Perhaps there is some sin in your
life that you thought God would not forgive. God’s steadfast love and mercy are
greater than any sin, and he promises forgiveness.
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Remember when you were being enlightened.
Hebrews 10:32-36
But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye
endured a great fight of afflictions; partly, whilst ye were made a gazing stock both
by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them
that were so used.
For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your
goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring
substance.
Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward.
For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might
receive the promise.
Hebrews encourages believers to persevere in their Christian faith and conduct
when facing persecution and pressure. We don’t usually think of suffering as good
for us, but it can build our character and our patience. During times of great stress,
we may feel God’s presence more clearly and find help from Christians we never
thought would care. Knowing that Jesus is with us in our suffering and that he will
return one day to put an end to all pain helps us grow in our faith and our
relationship with him (see Romans 5:3-5).
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To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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