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Restoration

Simon Peter’s mother-in-law was restored to health.

Luke 4:38-39
Then He got up and left the synagogue, and entered Simon's home Now
Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Him
to help her. And standing over her, He rebuked the fever, and it left her;
and she immediately got up and waited on them.
Jesus healed Simon's (Peter's) mother-in-law so completely that not only
did the fever leave but her strength was restored, and immediately she got
up and took care of others' needs. What a beautiful attitude of service she
showed! God gives us health so that we may serve others.

The woman with the issue of blood was healed.
Luke 8:43-44
And a woman who had a hemorrhage for twelve years, and could not be
healed by anyone, came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His
cloak, and immediately her hemorrhage stopped.
Many people surrounded Jesus as he made his way toward Jairus's house.
It was virtually impossible to get through the multitude, but one woman
fought her way desperately through the crowd in order to touch Jesus. As
soon as she did so, she was healed. What a difference there is between
the crowds that are curious about Jesus and the few who reach out and
touch him! Today, many people are familiar with who Jesus is, but nothing
in their lives is changed by knowing he is God's Son. It is only faith in Christ
that releases God's healing power.
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The man with dropsy was healed.
Luke 14:2-4
And there in front of Him was a man suffering from dropsy. And Jesus
answered and spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, "Is it lawful to
heal on the Sabbath, or not?" But they kept silent. And He took hold of him
and healed him, and sent him away.
A prominent Pharisee invited Jesus to his home specifically to trap him into
saying or doing something for which he could be arrested. It may be
surprising to see Jesus on the Pharisees' turf after he had denounced them
so many times. But he was not afraid to face them, even though he knew
that their purpose was to trick him into breaking their laws.
.
A dead man was raised to life.
Luke 7:11-15
Soon afterwards He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples were going
along with Him, accompanied by a large crowd. Now as He approached the
gate of the city, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his
mother, and she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with
her. When the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her,
"Do not weep."
This story illustrates salvation. The whole world was dead in sin (Ephesians
2:1), just as the widow's son was dead. Being dead, we could do nothing to
help ourselves—we couldn't even ask for help. But God had compassion
on us, and he sent Jesus to raise us to life with him (Ephesians 2:4-7). The
dead man did not earn his second chance at life, and we cannot earn our
new life in Christ. But we can accept God's gift of life, praise God for it, and
use our lives to do his will.
.
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Restoration after Backsliding
Joel 2:12-13
"Yet even now," declares the LORD, "Return to Me with all your heart, And
with fasting, weeping and mourning;
Capernaum became Jesus' home base during his ministry in Galilee.
Located on a major trade route, it was an important city in the region, with a
Roman garrison and a customs station. At Capernaum, Matthew was called
to be a disciple (Matthew 9:9). The city was also the home of several other
disciples (Matthew 4:13-19) and a high-ranking government official (4:46).
It had at least one major synagogue. Although Jesus made this city his
base of operations in Galilee, he condemned it for the people's unbelief
(Matthew 11:23; Luke 10:15).
The Passover celebration took place yearly at the Temple in Jerusalem.
Every Jewish male was expected to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem during
this time (Deuteronomy 16:16).
This was a weeklong festival—the Passover was one day, and the Festival
of Unleavened Bread lasted the rest of the week. The entire week
commemorated the freeing of the Jews from slavery in Egypt (Exodus 12:113).

Restoration of All Things
Acts 3:21
Whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things
about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient
time.
The time when God will bring the "final restoration of all things" refers to the
Second Coming, the Last Judgment, and the removal of sin from the world.
Most Jews thought that Joshua was this Prophet predicted by Moses
(Deuteronomy 18:15). Peter was saying that the Prophet was Jesus Christ.
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Peter wanted to show that their long-awaited Messiah had come! He and
all the apostles were calling the Jewish nation to realize what they had
done to their Messiah, to repent, and to believe. From this point on in Acts,
we see many Jews rejecting the Good News. So the message went also to
the Gentiles, many of whom were open to receive Jesus.

Time of Restoration
John 11:1-44
Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and
wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. So the sisters
sent word to Him, saying, "Lord, behold, he whom you love is sick."
If Jesus had been with Lazarus during the final moments of Lazarus's
sickness, he might have healed him rather than let him die. But Lazarus
died so that Jesus' power over death could be shown to his disciples and
others. The raising of Lazarus was an essential display of his power, and
the resurrection from the dead is a crucial belief of the Christian faith. Jesus
not only raised himself from the dead but he has the power to raise others.

The blind man was healed.
Mark 8:22-25
And they came to Bethsaida and they brought a blind man to Jesus and
implored Him to touch him. Taking the blind man by the hand, He brought
him out of the village; and after spitting on his eyes and laying His hands on
him, He asked him, "Do you see anything?" And he looked up and said, "I
see men, for I see them like trees, walking around."
Jesus rebuked the disciples for their hard hearts. Today the Hard hearts
believe: (1) that poverty is always caused by laziness; helping the poor only
enables them; (2) that worship is best conducted in one way—our way—
which has worked very well for forty years, thank you, and need not be
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changed; (3) that evangelism doesn't apply; people will never change
anyway, so we don't need to do it. Joining the Hard hearts requires only
one pledge: You must refuse to listen to Jesus' questions. Don't be a Hardheart. Be open to Christ's truth. Let him soften your heart.

The healing brought glory to God.
John 9:1-7
As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. And His disciples asked
Him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born
blind?" Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man sinned, nor his
parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.
They brought to Him one who was deaf and spoke with difficulty, and they
implored Him to lay His hand on him. Jesus took him aside from the crowd,
by himself, and put His fingers into his ears, and after spitting, He touched
his tongue with the saliva; and looking up to heaven with a deep sigh, He
said to him, "Ephphatha!" that is, "Be opened!"
Christ used this man's suffering to teach about faith and to glorify God. We
live in a fallen world where good behavior is not always rewarded and bad
behavior not always punished. Therefore, innocent people sometimes
suffer. If God took suffering away whenever we asked, we would follow him
for comfort and convenience, not out of love and devotion. Regardless of
the reasons for our suffering, Jesus has the power to help us deal with it.
When you suffer from a disease, tragedy, or disability, try not to ask, why
did this happen to me? Or what did I do wrong? Instead, ask God to give
you strength for the trial and a clearer perspective on what is happening.
When Jesus spit on the ground and made mud in order to repair the man's
eyes, he was working with original materials. Genesis 2:7 states that God
formed Adam's body from the dust of the ground. Jesus was demonstrating
a creator's awareness of the materials he first used to shape the human
body.
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The powers of Satan will be destroyed.
Isaiah 11:6-9
And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the
young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a
little boy will lead them. Also the cow and the bear will graze, their young
will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The nursing
child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his
hand on the viper's den.

A golden age is yet to come, a time of peace when children will play safely
with formerly dangerous animals. Not all of this was fulfilled at Christ's first
coming. For example, nature has not returned to its intended balance and
harmony (see Romans 8:9-22). Such perfect tranquility will be possible only
when Christ reigns over the earth.
.
The afflicted and needy are seeking water, but there is none
Isaiah 41:17-20
"The afflicted and needy are seeking water, but there is none, And their
tongue is parched with thirst; I, the LORD, will answer them Myself, As the
God of Israel I will not forsake them. “I will open rivers on the bare heights
and springs in the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of
water and the dry land fountains of water. "I will put the cedar in the
wilderness, the acacia and the myrtle and the olive tree; I will place the
juniper in the desert Together with the box tree and the cypress.
A god with limited or no power at all is not really a god. When we are
tempted to put our trust in something other than the living God—money,
career, family, or even military power—we should stop and ask some
serious questions. Will it come through? Will it unfailingly provide what I am
looking for? God delivers. When he makes a promise, he keeps it. He is
completely trustworthy.
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God’s word which goes forth from his mouth will not return empty.
Isaiah 55:10-13
"For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return
there without watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And
furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; So will My word be
which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without
accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for
which I sent it.”For you will go out with joy and be led forth with peace; the
mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy before you, and all
the trees of the field will clap their hands.
The people of Israel were foolish to act as if they knew what God was
thinking and planning. His knowledge and wisdom are far greater than any
human's. We are foolish to try to fit God into our mold—to make his plans
and purposes conform to ours. Instead, we must strive to fit into his plans.
.
The tabernacle of God is among men.
Revelation 21:1-4
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city,
New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne,
saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell
among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among
them,
John sees the conflict between God and Satan. He sees the source of all
sin, evil, persecution, and suffering on the earth, and he understands why
the great battle between the forces of God and Satan must soon take
place. In these chapters the nature of evil is exposed, and Satan is seen in
all his wickedness.
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There will no longer be any curse.
Revelation 22:1-5
Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming
from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street On either
side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its
fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of
the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve him.
Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! When the LORD
restores His captive people, Jacob will rejoice, Israel will be glad.
The water of life is a symbol of eternal life. Jesus used this same image
with the Samaritan woman (John 4:7-14). It pictures the fullness of life with
God and the eternal blessings that come when we believe in him and allow
him to satisfy our spiritual thirst (see 22:17).
This tree of life is like the tree of life in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9).
After Adam and Eve sinned, they were forbidden to eat from the tree of life
because they could not have eternal life as long as they were under sin's
control. But because of the forgiveness of sin through the blood of Jesus,
there will be no evil or sin in this city. We will be able to eat freely from the
tree of life when sin's control over us is destroyed and our eternity with God
is secure.
Why would the nations need to be healed if all evil is gone? John is quoting
from Ezekiel 47:12, where water flowing from the Temple produces trees
with healing leaves. He is not implying that there will be illness in the new
earth; he is emphasizing that the water of life produces health and strength
wherever it goes.
"No longer will there be a curse upon anything" means that nothing
accursed will be in God's presence. This fulfills Zechariah's prophecy (see
Zechariah 14:11).
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God will save Zion and build the cities of Judah
Psalm 69:35-36
For God will save Zion and build the cities of Judah, that they may dwell
there and possess it. The descendants of His servants will inherit it, and
those who love His name will dwell in
The "Book of Life" is God's list of those who are in right relationship to him
and who remain faithful (1:3; 7:9; 11:7; 34:12; 37:17, 29; 55:22; 75:10;
92:12-14; 140:13). This term in the New Testament refers to those who will
receive eternal life (see Philippians 4:3; Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 20:15).

Look to the rock from which you were hewn.
Isaiah 51:1-6
"Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, who seek the LORD: Look to
the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were
dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who gave birth to you in
pain; when he was but one I called him, then I blessed him and multiplied
him." Indeed, the LORD will comfort Zion; He will comfort all her waste
places and her wilderness He will make like Eden, and her desert like the
garden of the LORD; Joy and gladness will be found in her, Thanksgiving
and sound of a melody.
The faithful remnant may have felt alone because they were few. But God
reminded them of their ancestors, the source of their spiritual heritage—
Abraham and Sarah. Abraham was only one person, but much came from
his faithfulness. If the faithful few would remain faithful, even more could
come from them. If we Christians, even a faithful few, remain faithful, think
what God can do through us.
.
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The plowman will overtake the reaper.
Amos 9:13-15
"Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "When the plowman will
overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes him who sows seed; when
the mountains will drip sweet wine and all the hills will be dissolved.” Also I
will restore the captivity of my people Israel, and they will rebuild the ruined
cities and live in them; they will also plant vineyards and drink their wine,
and make gardens and eat their fruit.
"I will also plant them on their land, and they will not again be rooted out
from their land which I have given them," Says the LORD your God.
These verses describe a time of such an abundance of crops that the
people won't be able to harvest them all.
The Jews of Amos's day had lost sight of God's care and love for them.
The rich were carefree and comfortable, refusing to help others in need.
They observed their religious rituals in hopes of appeasing God, but they
did not truly love him. Amos announced God's warnings of destruction for
their evil ways. We must not assume that going to church and being good
are enough. God expects our belief in him to affect all areas of our conduct
and to extend to all people and circumstances. We should let Amos's
words inspire us to live faithfully according to God's desires.

An invitation is given to open your heart’s door.

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
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To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I
ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept
you as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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