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It is the Lord who gives you a reward.

Colossians 3:23-24
Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance it
is the Lord Christ whom you serve.
Since the Creation, God has given us work to do. If we could regard our
work as an act of worship or service to God, such an attitude would take
some of the drudgery and boredom out of it. We could work without
complaining or resentment if we would treat our job problems as the cost of
discipleship.

The Lord will bring his reward with him.
Isaiah 40:10
Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With His arm ruling for Him
Behold, His reward is with Him And His recompense before Him.
God is often pictured as a shepherd, gently caring for and guiding his flock.
He is powerful (40:10), yet careful and gentle. He is called a shepherd
(Psalm 23); the good shepherd (John 10:11, 14); the great Shepherd
(Hebrews 13:20); and the Great Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4).
Note that the shepherd is caring for the most defenseless members of his
society: children and those caring for them. This reinforces the prophetic
theme that the truly powerful nation is not the one with a strong military, but
rather the one that relies on God's caring strength.
Isaiah describes God's power to create, his provision to sustain, and his
presence to help. God is almighty and all-powerful; but even so, he cares
for each of us personally. No person or thing can be compared to God
(40:25). We describe God as best we can with our limited knowledge and
language, but we only limit our understanding of him and his power when
we compare him to what we experience on earth.
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Those who lead many to righteousness shall shine like the stars.
Daniel 12:3
"Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the
expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the
stars forever and ever.
Many people try to be stars in the world of entertainment, only to find their
stardom temporary. God tells us how we can be eternal "stars"—by being
wise and leading many to God's righteousness. If we share our Lord with
others, we can be true stars—radiantly beautiful in God's sight!

Those who receive a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward.
Matthew 10:41-42
He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a
prophet's reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a
righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. "And whoever in the
name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water
to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.""
How much we love God can be measured by how well we treat others.
Jesus' example of giving a cup of cold water to a thirsty child is a good
model of unselfish service. A child usually can't or won't return a favor. God
notices every good deed we do or don't do as if he were the one receiving
it. Is there something unselfish you can do for someone else today?
Although no one else may see you, God will notice.
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Everyone who is faithful will be given abundance.
Matthew 25:28-29
'Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has the
ten talents.' "For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will
have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he
does have shall be taken away.
This last man was thinking only of himself. He hoped to play it safe and
protect himself from his hard master, but he was judged for his selfcenteredness. We must not make excuses to avoid doing what God calls
us to do.
If God truly is our Master, we must obey willingly. Our time, abilities, and
money aren't ours in the first place—we are caretakers, not owners. When
we ignore, squander, or abuse what we are given, we are rebellious and
deserve to be punished.

God will reward those who give even a cup of water to drink.
Mark 9:41
"For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of your name as
followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his reward.
"Whoever is the least among you is the greatest." In Jesus' eyes, whoever
welcomes a child welcomes Jesus; giving a cup of cold water to a person in
need is the same as giving an offering to God. By contrast, harming others
or failing to care for them is a sin, even if they are unimportant people in the
world's eyes. It is possible for thoughtless, selfish people to gain a measure
of worldly greatness, but lasting greatness is measured by God's
standards. What do you use as your measure—personal achievement or
unselfish service?
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Those who leave all will receive many times as much.
Matthew 19:29
"And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or
mother or children or farms for my name's sake, will receive many times as
much, and will inherit eternal life.
Jesus assured the disciples that anyone who gives up something valuable
for his sake will be repaid many times over in this life, although not
necessarily in the same form. For example, a person may be rejected by
his or her family for accepting Christ, but he or she will gain the larger
family of believers.

Following persecutions will come eternal life.
Mark 10:29-30
Jesus said, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and
for the gospel's sake, but that he will receive a hundred times as much now
in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and
children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come,
eternal life.
Jesus assured the disciples that anyone who gives up something valuable
for his sake will be repaid a hundred times over in this life, although not
necessarily in the same way. For example, someone may be rejected by
his family for accepting Christ, but he or she will gain the larger family of
believers. Along with these rewards, however, we experience persecution
because the world hates God. Jesus emphasized persecution to make sure
that people do not selfishly follow him only for the rewards
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What will a man give in exchange for his soul?
Matthew 16:24-26
Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after me, he
must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. "For whoever
wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it.”For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits
his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
When Jesus used this picture of his followers taking up their crosses to
follow him, the disciples knew what he meant. Crucifixion was a common
Roman method of execution, and condemned criminals had to carry their
cross through the streets to the execution site. Following Jesus, therefore,
meant a true commitment, the risk of death, and no turning back.

You will have treasures in heaven.
Matthew 19:21
Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be complete, go and sell your
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow me."
When Jesus told this young man that he would "be perfect" if he gave
everything he had to the poor, Jesus wasn't speaking in the temporal,
human sense. He was explaining how to be justified and made whole or
complete in God's sight.
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Faithful believers will receive many rewards and eternal life.
Luke 18:28-30
Peter said, "Behold, we have left our own homes and followed you." And
He said to them, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or
wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God,
who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to
come, eternal life."
Peter and the other disciples had paid a high price—leaving their homes
and jobs—to follow Jesus. But Jesus reminded Peter that following him has
its benefits as well as its sacrifices.
Any believer who has had to give up something to follow Christ will be
repaid in this life as well as in the next. For example, if you must give up a
secure job, you will find that God offers a secure relationship with himself
now and forever. If you must give up your family's approval, you will gain
the love of the family of God.
The disciples had begun to pay the price of following Jesus, and he said
they would be rewarded. Don't dwell on what you have given up; think
about what you have gained and give thanks for it. You can never out give
God.

You have for yourselves and better and lasting possession.
Hebrews 10:33-34
Partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and
tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so
treated. For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully
the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better
possession and a lasting one.
Hebrews encourages believers to persevere in their Christian faith and
conduct when facing persecution and pressure.
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We don't usually think of suffering as good for us, but it can build our
character and our patience. During times of great stress, we may feel
God's presence more clearly and find help from Christians we never
thought would care. Knowing that Jesus is with us in our suffering and that
he will return one day to put an end to all pain helps us grow in our faith
and our relationship with him.

Every man will be rewarded according to his deeds.
Matthew 16:27
For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels;
and then he shall reward every man according to his works.
Although his judgment is already working in our lives, there is a future, final
judgment when Christ returns (25:31-46) and everyone's life will be
reviewed and evaluated. This will not be confined to unbelievers;
Christians, too, will face a judgment. Their eternal destiny is secure, but
Jesus will look at how they handled gifts, opportunities, and responsibilities
in order to determine their heavenly rewards. At the time of judgment, God
will deliver the righteous and condemn the wicked. We should not judge
others' salvation; that is God's work.

Invite the poor, crippled, lame and blind and you will receive a reward.

Luke 14:12-14
And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, "When you
give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or
your relatives or rich neighbors, otherwise they may also invite you in return
and that will be your repayment. "But when you give a reception, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, since they
do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous."
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How can we humble ourselves? Some people try to give the appearance of
humility in order to manipulate others. Others think that humility means
putting themselves down. Truly humble people compare themselves only
with Christ, realize their sinfulness, and understand their limitations. On the
other hand, they also recognize their gifts and strengths and are willing to
use them as Christ directs. Humility is not self-degradation; it is realistic
self-assessment and commitment to serve.

A crown of life is laid up for those who have fought a good fight.
2 Timothy 4:7-8
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the
faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to
me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
As he neared the end of his life, Paul could confidently say that he had
been faithful to his call. Thus, he faced death calmly, knowing that he would
be rewarded by Christ.
Is your life preparing you for death? Do you share Paul's confident
expectation of meeting Christ? The good news is that the heavenly reward
is not just for giants of the faith like Paul, but for all who are eagerly looking
forward to Christ's second coming.
Paul gave these words to encourage Timothy and us, so that no matter
how difficult the fight seems, we can keep fighting. When we are with Jesus
Christ, we will discover that it was all worth it.
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From the Chief Shepherd, you shall receive the crown of glory.
1 Peter 5:4
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown
of glory.
The Great Shepherd is Jesus Christ. This refers to his second coming,
when he will judge all people and give rewards to his faithful followers. The
"crown," while metaphorical, pictures the glory believers will receive that is
eternal and unchanging. What better motivation for selfless service! What
better motivation for keeping the faith in the face of suffering and
temptation!

The Lord will come quickly and bring his reward with him.
Revelation 22:12
"Behold, I am coming quickly, and my reward is with me, to render to every
man according to what he has done.
Those who wash their robes are those who seek to purify themselves from
a sinful way of life. They strive daily to remain faithful and ready for Christ's
return.
God is my strength and portion forever.
Psalm 73:26
My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my
portion forever.
Asaph declares his confidence in God's presence and guidance. From birth
to death, we are continually in God's grip. But far more, we have the hope
of the resurrection.
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Though our courage and strength may fail, we know that one day we will be
raised to life to serve him forever. He is our security, and we must cling to
him.
God will dwell among his people.
Revelation 21:3
And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of
God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His
people, and God Himself will be among them.
The "holy city, the new Jerusalem" is described as the place where God will
remove all sorrows. Forevermore, there will be no death, sorrow, crying, or
pain. What a wonderful truth! No matter what you are going through, it's not
the last word—God has written the final chapter, and it is about true
fulfillment and eternal joy for those who love him. We do not know as much
as we would like, but it is enough to know that eternity with God will be
more wonderful than we could ever imagine.
.
Forget the past and press forward for the prize.
Philippians 3:12-14
Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I
press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet;
but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus.
Paul said that his goal was to know Christ, to be like Christ, and to be all
Christ had in mind for him. This goal took all of Paul's energies. This is a
helpful example for us. We should not let anything take our eyes off our
goal—knowing Christ
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Your confidence has a great reward.
Hebrews 10:35
Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.
The Bible gives us a clear choice between two life directions. Because life
often forks off in two directions, you must take the higher road, even though
it looks more difficult and treacherous. That road gets steep in places.
The climb takes a toll on your energy. It gets lonely. Not many on it, but
more than you imagined, and some because of your example. It gets
slippery; the devil blows ice on the narrow passages.
Despite its dangers, the higher road is bound for the peak, and you'll make
it—God has a lifeline around you. When you are tempted to falter in your
faith or to turn back from following Christ, keep focused on what he has
done for you and what he offers in the future.
To please God, one must believe he receives a reward.
Hebrews 11:6
And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Believing that God exists is only the beginning; even the demons believe
that much (James 2:19, 20). God will not settle for mere acknowledgment
of his existence. He wants your faith that leads to a personal, dynamic
relationship.
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Be faithful unto death and receive a crown of life.
Revelation 2:10
'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast
some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have
tribulation for ten days be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown
of life.
Smyrna was famous for its athletic games. A crown was the victory wreath,
the trophy for the champion at the games. If we have been faithful, we will
receive the prize of victory—eternal life (James 1:12). The message to the
Smyrna church was to remain faithful during suffering because God is in
control and his promises are reliable.
Jesus never says that by being faithful to him we will avoid troubles,
suffering, and persecution. Rather, we must be faithful to him in our
sufferings. Only then will our faith prove to be genuine. We remain faithful
by keeping our eyes on Christ and on what he promises us now and in the
future.
An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart, please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I
ask you to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept
you as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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