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Sands of Time
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under
the heaven:
[2] A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to
pluck up that which is planted;
[3] A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time
to build up;
[4] A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to
dance;
[5] A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a
time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
[6] A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast
away;
[7] A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a
time to speak;
[8] A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of
peace.

God has a plan for all people
Solomon's point in this section is that God has a plan for all people. Thus,
he provides cycles of life, each with its work for us to do. Although we may
face many problems that seem to contradict God's plan, these should not
be barriers to believing in him, but rather opportunities to discover that,
without God, life's problems have no lasting solutions!
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Timing is important
Timing is important. All the experiences listed in these verses are
appropriate at certain times. The secret to peace with God is to discover,
accept, and appreciate God's perfect timing. The danger is to doubt or
resent God's timing. This can lead to despair, rebellion, or moving ahead
without his advice.
When is the time for hating?
We shouldn't hate evil people, but we should hate what they do. We should
also hate it when people are mistreated, when children are starving, and
when God is being dishonored. In addition, we must hate the sin in our
life—this is God's attitude.

One day with the Lord is as a thousand years.
2 Peter 3:8
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
God may have seemed slow to these believers as they faced persecution
every day and longed to be delivered. But God is not slow; he just is not on
our timetable (Psalm 90:4). Jesus is waiting so that more sinners will repent
and turn to him. We must not sit and wait for Christ to return, but we should
realize that time is short and we have important work to do. Be ready to
meet Christ any time, even today; yet plan your course of service as though
he may not return for many years.
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The Lord directs man’s steps.

Proverbs 16:9
A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.
Our effort to be peacemakers will usually make us more attractive to those
around us, even our enemies. But even if it doesn't, we haven't lost
anything. We are still pleasing God, the only one who truly matters.

Psalms 90:12
So teach [us] to number our days, that we may apply [our] hearts unto
wisdom.
Realizing that life is short helps us use the little time we have more wisely
and for eternal good. Take time to number your days by asking, what do I
want to see happen in my life before I die? What small step could I take
toward that purpose today?

God has thoughts of peace toward you.

Jeremiah 29:11
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
We're all encouraged by a leader who stirs us to move ahead, someone
who believes we can do the task he has given and who will be with us all
the way. God is that kind of leader. He knows the future, and his plans for
us are good and full of hope. As long as God, who knows the future,
provides our agenda and goes with us as we fulfill his mission, we can
have boundless hope. This does not mean that we will be spared pain,
suffering, or hardship, but that God will see us through to a glorious
conclusion.
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Plan according to God’s will.
James 4:13-15
Go to now, ye that say, today or tomorrow we will go into such a city,
and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:
[14] Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is
your life? It is even a vapor that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away.
[15] For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this,
or that.
It is good to have goals, but goals can disappoint us if we leave God out of
them. There is no point in making plans as though God does not exist
because the future is in his hands. The beginning of good planning is to
ask: "What would I like to be doing ten years from now? One year from
now?
Tomorrow? How will I react if God steps in and rearranges my plans?" We
can plan ahead, but we must hold on to our plans loosely. If we put God's
desires at the center of our planning, he will never disappoint us.

In the fullness of time, God will bring all together as one.
Ephesians 1:10
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and
which are on earth; [even] in him:
God was not intentionally keeping his mysterious plan a secret, but his plan
for the world could not be fully understood until Christ rose from the dead.
His purpose for sending Christ was to unite Jews and Gentiles in one body
with Christ as the head. Many people still do not understand God's plan;
but at the right time, he will bring us together to be with him forever. Then
everyone will understand. On that day, all people will bow to Jesus as Lord,
either because they love him or because they fear his power
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Right now is the day of salvation.

2 Corinthians 6:2
For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of
salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation.
God offers salvation to all people. Many people put off a decision for Christ,
thinking that there will be a better time—but they could easily miss their
opportunity altogether. There is no time like the present to receive God's
forgiveness. Don't let anything hold you back from coming to Christ. The
right time is now!

No one knows the hour when Jesus will return.
Mark 13:32
But of that day and [that] hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.
When Jesus said that even he did not know the time of the end, he was
affirming his humanity. Of course God the Father knows the time, and
Jesus and the Father are one. But when Jesus became a man, he
voluntarily gave up the unlimited use of his divine attributes.
.
Deliver me from the enemy.
Psalms 31:15
My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies,
and from them that persecute me.
In saying, "My future is in your hands," David was expressing his belief that
all of life's circumstances are under God's control.
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Knowing that God loves and cares for us enables us to keep steady in our
faith regardless of our circumstances. It keeps us from sinning foolishly by
taking matters into our own hands or resenting God's timetable.
Forget the past and stretch forward.

Philippians 3:13-14
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I
do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, [14] I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Paul had reason to forget the past—he had held the coats of those who
had stoned Stephen, the first Christian martyr (Acts 7:57, 58, Paul is called
Saul here). We have all done things for which we are ashamed, and we live
in the tension of what we have been and what we want to be. Because our
hope is in Christ, however, we can let go of past guilt and look forward to
what God will help us become.
Don't dwell on your past. Instead, grow in the knowledge of God by
concentrating on your relationship with him now. Realize that you are
forgiven, and then move on to a life of faith and obedience. Look forward to
a fuller and more meaningful life because of your hope in Christ.

We do not know what will be on the morrow.
James 4:14
Whereas ye know not what [shall be] on the morrow. For what [is]
your life? It is even a vapor that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away.
Life is short no matter how many years we live. Don't be deceived into
thinking that you have lots of remaining time to live for Christ, to enjoy your
loved ones, or to do what you know you should. Live for God today!
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God is the everlasting God.

Psalms 90:2
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed
the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou [rt
God.
Moses reminds us that a thousand years are like a day to the Lord. God is
not limited by time. It's easy to get discouraged when years pass and the
world doesn't get better. We sometimes wonder if God is able to see the
future. But don't assume that God has our limitations. God is completely
unrestricted by time. Because he is eternal, we can depend on him.

God measures time differently than man.

Psalms 90:4
For a thousand years in thy sight [are but] as yesterday when it is
past, and as a watch in the night.
Moses reminds us that a thousand years are like a day to the Lord. God is
not limited by time. It's easy to get discouraged when years pass and the
world doesn't get better. We sometimes wonder if God is able to see the
future. But don't assume that God has our limitations. God is completely
unrestricted by time. Because he is eternal, we can depend on him.
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Establish your thoughts by committing your works to the Lord.

Proverbs 16:3
Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be
established.
There are different ways to fail to commit whatever we do to the Lord.
Some people commit their work only superficially. They say the project is
being done for the Lord, but in reality they are doing it for themselves.
Others give God temporary control of their interests, only to take control
back the moment things stop going the way they expect.
Still others commit a task fully to the Lord but put forth no effort themselves,
and then they wonder why they do not succeed. We must maintain a
delicate balance: trusting God as if everything depended on him, while
working as if everything depended on us. Think of a specific effort in which
you are involved right now. Have you committed it to the Lord?

Redeem the time.

Ephesians 5:16
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
By referring to these days as evil, Paul was communicating his sense of
urgency because of evil's pervasiveness. We need the same sense of
urgency because our days are also difficult. We must keep our standards
high, act wisely, and do good whenever we can.
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An invitation is given to open your heart’s door to Jesus

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart, please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I
ask you to forgive me of my sins and come into my heart. I accept you
as savior and will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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