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Treasure in Heaven
Matthew 6:21
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Jesus made it clear that having the wrong treasures leads to our hearts being in the
wrong place. What we treasure the most controls us, whether we admit it or not. If
possessions or money become too important to us, we must reestablish control or
get rid of items. Jesus calls for a decision that allows us to live contentedly with
whatever we have because we have chosen eternal values over temporary, earthly
treasures.

No thieves can steal your treasures in heaven.
Matthew 6:20
"But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;
Storing treasures in heaven is not limited to tithing but is accomplished by all acts
of obedience to God. There is a sense in which giving our money to God's work is
like investing in heaven. But we should seek to please God not only in our giving
but also in fulfilling God's purposes in all we do.
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Trade earthly treasures for heavenly treasures.
Matthew 19:21
Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."
When Jesus told this young man that he would "be perfect" if he gave everything
he had to the poor, Jesus wasn't speaking in the temporal, human sense. He was
explaining how to be justified and made whole or complete in God's sight.
Heavenly treasures do not wear out.
Luke 12:33
"Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do
not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth
destroys.
Money seen as an end in itself quickly traps us and cuts us off from both God and
the needy. The key to using money wisely is to see how much we can use for God's
purposes, not how much we can accumulate for ourselves. Does God's love touch
your wallet? Does your money free you to help others? If so, you are storing up
lasting treasures in heaven. If your financial goals and possessions hinder you from
giving generously, loving others, or serving God, sell what you must to bring your
life into line with his purposes.
Give earthly treasures to the poor, and receive heavenly treasures.
Luke 18:22
When Jesus heard this, He said to him, "One thing you still lack; sell all that you
possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow Me."
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This man's wealth made his life comfortable and gave him power and prestige. By
telling him to sell everything he owned, Jesus was touching the very basis of his
security and identity. The man did not understand that he would be even more
secure if he followed Jesus than he was with all his wealth. Jesus does not ask
believers to sell everything they have, although this may be his will for some. He
does ask us all, however, to get rid of anything that has become more important in
life than God. If your possessions take first place in your life, it would be better for
you to get rid of them.
Those who use unrighteous wealth unfaithfully
cannot be entrusted with true riches.
Luke 16:11
"Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous wealth, who will
entrust the true riches to you?
Our integrity is often put on the line in money matters. God calls us to be honest
even in small details we could easily ignore. Heaven's riches are far more valuable
than earthly wealth. But if we are not trustworthy with our money here (no matter
how much or little we have), we will be unfit to handle the vast riches of God's
Kingdom. See that you maintain your integrity in all matters, whether big or small.
Be rich in good works.
1 Timothy 6:18
Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to
share.
Ephesus was a wealthy city, and the Ephesian church probably had many wealthy
members. Paul advised Timothy to deal with any potential problems by teaching
that having riches carries great responsibility. If you have been blessed with
wealth, then thank the Lord. Don't be proud and don't trust in your money. Use
your money to do good. Be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share. No
matter how much money you have, your life should demonstrate that God controls
the wealth that he has placed under your care.
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God chose the poor of the earth to be rich in faith.
James 2:5
Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich
in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
When James speaks about the poor, he is talking about those who have no money
and also about those whose simple values are despised by much of our affluent
society. Perhaps the "poor" people prefer serving to managing, human relationships
to financial security, peace to power.
This does not mean that the poor will automatically go to heaven and the rich to
hell. Poor people, however, are usually more aware of their powerlessness. Thus, it
is often easier for them to acknowledge their need for salvation. One of the greatest
barriers to salvation for the rich is pride. For the poor, bitterness can often bar the
way to acceptance of salvation.

The reproach of Christ is greater than the treasures of Egypt.
Hebrews 11:26
Considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he
was looking to the reward.
True wealth is eternal. Consider the most powerful or well-known people in our
world—how many got where they are by being humble, self-effacing, and gentle?
Not many! But in the life to come, the last will be first—if they got in last place by
choosing to follow Jesus.
Hebrews has a critical message for earth-loving Christians. Don't forfeit eternal
rewards for temporary benefits. Like Moses, be willing to make sacrifices now for
greater rewards later (Matthew 6:19-21).
.
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Better is little with fear of the Lord than riches with turmoil.
Proverbs 15:16
Better is a little with the fear of the LORD Than great treasure and turmoil with it.
Our attitudes color our whole personality. We cannot always choose what happens
to us, but we can choose our attitude toward each situation. The secret to a happy
heart is filling our mind with thoughts that are true, pure, and lovely, with thoughts
that dwell on the good things in life (Philippians 4:8). This was Paul's secret as he
faced imprisonment, and it can be ours as we face the struggles of daily living.
Look at your attitudes and then examine what you allow to enter your mind and
what you choose to dwell on. You may need to make some changes.
The "path of the upright" doesn't always seem easy (15:19), but look at the
alternatives. Hatred (15:17), dissension (15:18), and laziness (15:19) cause
problems that the upright person does not have to face. By comparison, his or her
life is a smooth, level road because it is built on a solid foundation of love for God.

Little with righteousness if better than great income with injustice.
Proverbs 16:8
Better is a little with righteousness than great income with injustice.
We want other people to like us, and sometimes we will do almost anything to win
their approval. But God tells us to put our energy into pleasing him instead. Our
effort to be peacemakers will usually make us more attractive to those around us,
even our enemies. But even if it doesn't, we haven't lost anything. We are still
pleasing God, the only one who truly matters.
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Become rich toward God.
Luke 12:21
"So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."
Why do you save money? Are you saving for retirement? To buy more expensive
cars or toys? To be secure? Jesus challenges us to think beyond earthbound goals
and to use what we have been given for God's Kingdom. Faith, service, and
obedience are the way to become rich toward
An invitation is given to open your heart’s door.

Rev. 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To ask Jesus to come into your heart please pray this Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. I ask you
to forgive me of my sins and coming into my heart. I accept you as savior and
will follow you as Lord. Amen.
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