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For wandering brothers

1 John 5:16
If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he
shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.
There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.
We should continue praying for our loved ones and for our Christian
brothers and sisters, leaving the judgment up to God.

He that converteth a sinner shall hide a multitude of sins.

James 5:20
Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of
sins.
Clearly this person who has wandered from the truth is a believer who has
fallen into sin—one who is no longer living a life consistent with his or her
beliefs. Christians disagree over whether or not it is possible for people to
lose their salvation, but all agree that those who fall away from their faith
are in serious trouble and need to repent.
James urges Christians to help backsliders return to God. By taking the
initiative, praying for the person, and acting in love, we can meet the
person where he or she is and bring him or her back to God and his
forgiveness.
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Confront your brother’s sin privately.
Matthew 18:15
If your brother sins against you, go and confront him privately. If he
listens to you, you have won your brother over.
These are Jesus' guidelines for dealing with those who sin against us. They
were meant for brothers, if someone is caught in a trespass, you who are
spiritual should restore him with a spirit of gentleness. But watch yourself,
or you also may be tempted.
(1) Christians, not unbelievers,
(2) Sins committed against you and not others, and
(3) Conflict resolution in the context of the church, not the community at
large.
Jesus' words are not a license for a frontal attack on every person who
hurts or slights us. They are not a license to start a destructive gossip
campaign or to call for a church trial. They are designed to reconcile those
who disagree so that all Christians can live in harmony.

The love of money may bring many sorrows.
1 Timothy 6:10
For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. By craving it,
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with
many sorrows.
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Paul uses active and forceful verbs to describe the Christian life: run,
pursue, fight, and hold tightly. Some think Christianity is a passive religion
that advocates waiting for God to act. On the contrary, we must have an
active faith, training, working hard, sacrificing, and doing what we know is
right. Is it time for action on your part? Christian service, like athletics,
requires training and sacrifice. Our discipline and obedience largely define
whether or not we will be contributors or merely spectators.

He is able to deal with those who are misguided.

Hebrews 5:2

He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and misguided,
since he himself is beset by weakness.
This chapter stresses both Christ's divine appointment and his humanity.
The writer uses two Old Testament verses to show Christ's divine
appointment:
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Do not be deceived.
James 1:16
Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers.
When we talk too much and listen too little, we communicate to others that
we think our ideas are much more important than theirs. James wisely
advises us to reverse this process.
Put a mental stopwatch on your conversations, and keep track of how
much you talk and how much you listen. When people talk with you, do
they feel that their viewpoints and ideas have value?

Be quick to listen and slow to speak.
James 1:19
My beloved brothers, understand this: Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak, and slow to anger,

Do not boast in bitter jealousy selfish ambition.

James 3:14
But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do
not boast in it or deny the truth.
Bitter jealousy and selfish ambition are inspired by the devil. It is easy for
us to be drawn into wrong desires by the pressures of society and
sometimes even by well-meaning Christians.
By listening to the advice: "Assert yourself," "Go for it," "Set high goals," we
can be drawn into greed and destructive competitiveness. Seeking God's
wisdom delivers us from the need to compare ourselves to others and to
want what they have.
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Prayer to salvation.
Lord God in heaven, I come to you in the name of Jesus.
I acknowledge to you that I am a sinner, and
I am sorry for my sins and the life that I have lived;
I need your forgiveness.
I believe that your only begotten Son Jesus Christ shed His precious blood
on the cross at Calvary and died for my sins, and I am now willing to turn
from my sin.
Your Holy Word declares in Romans 10:9 that if we confess the Lord our
God and believe in our hearts that God raised Jesus from the dead, we
shall be saved.
Right now I confess Jesus as the Lord of my soul. With my heart, I believe
that God raised Jesus from the dead.
This very moment I accept Jesus Christ as my own personal Savior and
according to His Word, right now I am saved. Amen
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