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The Spirit of Witchcraft

Witchcraft defined: Witchcraft and its many cousins, such as fortunetelling and necromancy, are Satan’s counterfeits to holy spirituality. The
Bible expressly condemns all forms of witchcraft.

Do not regard those with familiar spirits.

Leviticus 19:31
Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be
defiled by them: I [am] the LORD your God.
God commanded the Israelites to show respect for the elderly shows how
seriously we should take the responsibility of respecting those older than
we are. Their wisdom gained from experience can save us from many
pitfalls.

Do not seek those who have a familiar spirit.
Isaiah 8:19
And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar
spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people
seek unto their God? For the living to the dead?
The people would consult mediums and psychics, seeking answers from
dead people instead of consulting the living God. God alone knows the
future, and only he is eternal. We can trust God to guide us.
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The Lord will not allow a sorcerer to live.

Exodus 22:18
Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.
Sorcery was punishable by death because it was a crime against God
himself. To invoke evil powers violated the first commandment to not
worship any other god. Sorcery was rebellion against God and his
authority. In essence, it was teaming up with Satan instead of with God.

The sorcerers will have their part in the lake of fire.

Revelation 21:8
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second
death.
The "cowards" are the fearful ones who abandon Christ at the threats of the
beast. They fear persecution so badly that they choose temporary safety
over eternal life. They are put in the same list as the unbelieving, the
corrupt, the murderers, the immoral, the idolaters, the liars, and those
practicing magic arts.
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The Lord will destroy those who have a familiar spirit.

Isaiah 19:3
And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and I will destroy the
counsel thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and
to them that have familiar spirits, and to the wizards.
Egypt was noted for its wisdom, but here its wise men and counselors were
deceived and foolish. True wisdom can come only from God. We must ask
him for wisdom to guide our decisions, or we will also be uncertain and
misdirected.

A man or woman with a familiar spirit is a wizard.

Leviticus 20:27
A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall
surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood [shall
be] upon them.
God gave many rules to his people—but not without reason. He did not
withhold good from them; he only prohibited those acts that would bring
them to ruin. All of us understand God's physical laws of nature. For
example, jumping off a 10-story building means death because of the law
of gravity. But some of us don't understand how God's spiritual laws work.
God forbids us to do certain things because he wants to keep us from selfdestruction.
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By sorceries, all nations were deceived.

Revelation 18:23
And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of
the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for
thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all
nations deceived.
God wants us to work and to provide for our families, and he commands
the proper use of money. But when the desire for money fills our lives, it
becomes a false god. Don't be enslaved by the desire for wealth.

Without there are those who maketh a lie.

Revelation 22:15
For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers,
and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.
Jesus will exclude from the holy city those "who love to live a lie." These
are people whose lives have gone so wrong that they resemble Satan, who
deceived the whole world (12:9; 13:13-15; 16:14). They are hypocrites,
trying to live one way while pretending to believe another. They are like the
Nicolaitans, mentioned in 2:15, who were among the believers but
compromised their faith in order to also include worship of the Roman
emperor. John records Jesus' statement that Satan is the father of lies
(John 8:44).

5

In the last days, some will give heed to seducing spirits.

1 Timothy 4:1
Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils;
The "last times" began with Christ's resurrection and will continue until his
return when he will set up his Kingdom and judge all humanity.
False teachers were and still are a threat to the church. Jesus and the
apostles repeatedly warned against them (see, for example, Mark 13:2123; Acts 20:28-31; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; 2 Peter 3:3-7).
It is not enough that a teacher appears to know what he is talking about, is
disciplined and moral, or says that he is speaking for God. If his words
contradict the Bible, his teaching is false. Like Timothy, we must guard
against any teaching that causes believers to dilute or reject any aspect of
their faith. Such false teaching can be very direct or extremely subtle.
Believers ought to respond quickly when they sense false teaching being
promoted.
The truth does not mind honest questions. Sometimes the source may
prove to be ignorant of the error and appreciate the correction. But a firm
warning may at least keep potential victims from the disastrous results of
apostasy that Paul described. For how to spot false teaching.

God will turn his face toward those who consult
those with familiar spirits.

Leviticus 20:6
And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after
wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that
soul, and will cut him off from among his people.
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Everyone is interested in what the future holds, and we often look to others
for guidance. But God warned about looking to the occult for advice.
Mediums and psychics were outlawed because God was not the source of
their information.
At best, occult practitioners are fakes whose predictions cannot be trusted.
At worst, they are in contact with evil spirits and are thus extremely
dangerous. We don't need to look to the occult for information about the
future. God has given us the Bible so that we may obtain all the information
we need—and the Bible's teaching is trustworthy.

Do not fellowship with those who sacrifice to devils.

1 Corinthians 10:20
But I [say], that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to
devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with
devils.
The idea of unity and fellowship with God through eating a sacrifice was
strong in Judaism and Christianity as well as in paganism. In Old
Testament days, when a Jew offered a sacrifice, he ate a part of that
sacrifice as a way of restoring his unity with God, against whom he had
sinned (Deuteronomy 12:17, 18).
Similarly, Christians participate in Christ's once-for-all sacrifice at the Lord's
Table when they eat the bread and drink from the cup, symbolizing his
body and blood. Recent converts from paganism could not help being
affected if they knowingly ate with pagans in their feasts the meat offered to
idols.
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Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20
What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? [20] For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God's.
What did Paul mean when he said that our body belongs to God? Many
people say they have the right to do whatever they want with their own
bodies. Although they think that this is freedom, they are really enslaved to
their own desires. When we become Christians, the Holy Spirit comes to
live in us.
Therefore, we no longer own our bodies. That God bought us "with a high
price" refers to slaves purchased at an auction. Christ's death freed us from
sin but also obligates us to his service. If you live in a building owned by
someone else, you try not to violate the building's rules. Because your body
belongs to God, you must not violate his standards for living.

Let none who uses divination be found among you.

Deuteronomy 18:10
There shall not be found among you [any one] that maketh his son or his
daughter to pass through the fire, [or] that uses divination, [or] an observer
of times, or an enchanter, or a witch.
Child sacrifice and occult practices were strictly forbidden by God. These
practices were common among pagan religions. Israel's own neighbors
actually sacrificed their children to the god Molech (Leviticus 20:2-5). Other
neighboring religions used supernatural means, such as contacting the
spirit world, to foretell the future and gain guidance. Because of these
wicked practices, God would drive out the pagan nations (Deuteronomy
18:12).
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The Israelites were to replace their evil practices with the worship of the
one true God.

The Lord has not allowed you to use diviners.

Deuteronomy 18:14
For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of
times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not
suffered thee so to do.
Today people are still fascinated by horoscopes, fortune-telling, witchcraft,
and bizarre cults. Often their interest comes from a desire to know and
control the future. But Satan is no less dangerous today than he was in
Moses' time. In the Bible, God tells us all we need to know about what is
going to happen. The information Satan offers is likely to be distorted or
completely false. With the trustworthy guidance of the Holy Spirit through

Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft

1 Samuel 15:23
For rebellion [is as] the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness [is as] iniquity
and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath
also rejected thee from [being] king.
Rebellion and stubbornness are serious sins. They involve far more than
being independent and strong-minded. Scripture equates them with
witchcraft and idolatry, sins worthy of death
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They did evil in the sight of God.

2 Kings 17:17
And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire,
and used divination and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in
the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.
Forms of witchcraft, fortune-telling, and black magic were forbidden by God
(Deuteronomy 18:9-14). They were wrong because they sought power and
guidance totally apart from God, his law, and his word. Isaiah echoed this
law and prophesied of the complete destruction these occult practices
would bring to those who participated in them.

You shall have no more soothsayers.

Micah 5:12
And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou shalt have no
[more] soothsayers:
Idols, sacred pillars, and Asherah poles were all part of pagan worship.

They burned their books of curious arts.

Acts 19:19
Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together,
and burned them before all [men]: and they counted the price of them, and
found [it] fifty thousand [pieces] of silver.
You cannot be a believer and hold on to the occult, black magic, or sorcery.
Once you begin to dabble in these areas, you may become obsessed by
them because Satan is very powerful. But God's power is even greater.
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Prayer of deliverance:

Through heaven’s door, The Blood of Jesus, I repent of the sin of
witchcraft. I denounce and cast out this evil spirit that is influencing my life
and disturbing my peace of mind.
In the authority of the name of Jesus Christ. I command this spirit of rivalry
to leave and be cast into utter darkness never to return again.
Right now, I receive my deliverance from this spirit and receive
God's peace. I pray in the mighty name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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